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Lucia EmilianiThere are myriad questions out there, myriad stars in 
the sky, and myriad stars inside each one of us.

Dear readers,
do you know any curious children of the type that 
is always asking Why, why, why? A child who’s never 
satisfied by even the most detailed explanation, since 
every answer triggers three new questions? Many a 
children’s author has struggled with children’s why's – 
Lila Prap responds to them with levity and humour, Saša 
Vegri takes youngsters and grown-ups into a reading 
world that is often depicted in dark tones… Questions 
and answers are vivid and varied – just like our existence 
in this world, where there are always more questions and 
always fewer answers.
But not to worry: in her picture book Two Stars Helena 
Kraljič doesn’t ask any obscure questions. It all starts with 
the curious horse named Benny who can’t sleep because 
he finds the stars so, so interesting.  And what does he 
do? He asks his fellow animals about the universe, then 
tells them how many stars there are in the universe, 
and says where some of them got their names… Is it 
so strange that the animals can’t fall asleep at night? – 
There’s more, however, to this picture book than just 
words. Also Tina Dobrajc’s fine illustrations are part of the 
book’s message. The book’s picturesque journey begins 
already on the title page – and we become almost as 
curious as the children who ask us questions: Who is this 
horse gazing so amiably at the world around him? Who is 
that mouse beside him? What’s the mouse doing? What’s 
that written in the background, against the endlessness 
of the star-filled heavens? What’s that reflected in the 
water? And what about the space where the animals 
dwell? What is it that Olga has on her head? Are the 
animals really angry at Benny for being so curious?
Are those all the questions the book has for us? Hardly! 
There are many, many more if we look at the pictures 
through Benny’s eyes. May you have a pleasant journey 
through this universe of pictures and words…

                  Dr. Igor Saksida
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All the animals in the barn were fast asleep – except for 
Benny the horse. He was looking up at the stars.

It was night time. 



"A lot,"  
was the cow’s quick reply. She hoped Benny 

would let up and let her sleep.

"Do you know how many stars there 
are up in the sky?" Benny asked.

"Katy," he whispered, poking  
her with a hoof. "Are you awake?"

"Mmmm," moaned the cow.



"Shhh,"  
said Suzy Sheep.

"I would like  
to sleep!"

"Billions and billions,"  
said Benny. 

"And the nearest star to us  
is called Alpha Centauri.  
Well, the nearest star outside 
our galaxy. In Greek mythology, 
a centaur is half-man,  
      half-horse."



"That makes two of us!"  
quipped Katy Cow.

"Sorry, Suzy," said Benny,  
"but do you know how many stars 

there are up in the sky?"

"I’ve just heard ... there are billions 
and billions," said Suzy, angrily.  

"And I also heard the bit about the 
nearest star and the bit about the 

centaur."



Benny nodded and asked excitedly,  
"Did you know that our galaxy  
is made up of approximately  
400 billion stars?"

Petunia Pig opened a single eye.  
"I would like to sleep." 



"That makes three of us!" bleated Suzy,

But Benny wasn’t about to give in. 

looking over at Katy.

"You know, Petunia, our galaxy is calledthe Milky Way. 

And do you know how many stars it has?"



"Yes, Benny,  
I know," replied 
Suzy, perturbed.  
"I heard you. Our 
galaxy is made up 
of approximately 
400 billion stars."

All this talking had  
woken up Ginger Goat.  

"Can you please put a 
sock in it? You can 

yap in the morning!"



"Most scientists  
agree that the 

universe began with 
the Big Bang, 

approximately  
billion years ago," 

explained Benny.

"Ginger," whispered  
Benny, "do you know  
what the Big Bang is?"

"No, and at the moment  
I don’t care," said Ginger, banging 
a hoof against the floor of the barn.



"She just said she didn’t care," 
chimed in Henrietta Hen, sleepily.

"Alright, alright!" yawned Benny. 
"It’s late. Let’s get some sleep."



Katy Cow, Suzy Sheep, Petunia Pig,  
Ginger Goat and Henrietta Hen  

breathed a collective sigh of relief.

But try as they might, it took 
them until almost morning 
until they could fall asleep.



…and by that time, Benny had 
already woken up. 

"Rise and shine!"  
he hollered joyfully.   
"Did you know the  
Sun is also a star?"

Katy Cow, Suzy Sheep, Petunia Pig,  
Ginger Goat and Henrietta Hen  
yelled as one:  
"Benny, leave us alone!  
We would like to sleep!"



Benny was amazed.  
  "But why didn’t you  
    sleep last night?" 
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