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Working together, playing together

Benny and Gulliver. Two gallant horses: Benny works away at the farm, while Gulliver the racehorse hops over obstacles. 
Perhaps Gulliver is younger than Benny? Is that why he wants to race, to hop about, watch the sun go down – in short, keep 
boredom at bay? Benny is always too tired – no wonder. During work and after work there’s hardly any time for shenanigans 
and play. But look: when life shows its dark side, when something threatening looms, carefree play is not enough to save 
someone like Olga, a fragile and threatened sheep. That’s the time for courage and experience – that’s the time for Benny to 
play the “hero.” But does Gulliver get angry with him for saving the day? No, not at all. He starts to help his friend out, to work 
alongside him. Now, after work – after challenging, demanding and (at least sometimes) bothersome work – there’s time for 
them to forget about daily duties and to give themselves over to carefree  play and to wonder at all that surrounds them.

And that, dear readers young and old, is the message into which your thoughts and conversations will be woven as you read 
this tale. But don‘t just think about the “moral” of this marvellous 
story by Helena Kraljič. Pay close attention also to Tina Dobrajc’s 
brilliant illustrations… Do they express wistfulness? Are they 
merely depicting the season? Which colours  
does she use and how do they help create 
the mood of the story as a whole? Is there 
anything that is drawn but not stated in 
words? Is the expression of the owl pee-
king out from the cave important? How 
is the wide, wide world that surrounds 
Gulliver depicted?

We are all caught up – whether we 
like it or not – in the routine of eve-
ryday life. But there is still time for 
us to step out of our routine and 
into the playful world of this 
book, first on our own, and then 
together with others.

From the bottom of my heart, 
I wish you the company of these 
two friendly horses that may be the 
friends you need, indeed.

Dr. Igor Saksida

TWO    
    FRIENDS



Benny lived on a farm.
He helped the farmer plough.
He hauled hay into the barn.
He helped drag trees out of the fores t.



Gulliver was dif ferent from Benny.
            He was a racehorse.
              He jumped over obs tacles, too.
He was very quick and had lots of s tamina. 



”Should we see who can get to the woods 
quicker? I’m sure I’ll win,” Gulliver the Horse said.

“I don’t have time to race,” replied Benny.

               “I have to plough.”

Gulliver looked at him, bored, and chomped
                                on his oats. 



“Benny, do you want to go hop the fence?”  
    Gulliver asked a little later. 
         ”I bet I can hop higher than you!”

”I can’t,” said Benny. 
       “I have work in the orchard.”



”Do you want to come watch 

the sun go down?” asked
Gulliver that evening.

”Not today, I’m tired,” said 
Benny and headed into the s tables.



    
Gulliver tried to f ight of f the boredom all on his own.

He s topped at the edge of the woods and s tared of f 
into the dis tance.
          “How red the sun is today!
               And how warmly its rays
                 s tretch in the evening.
      “Oh!”, he cried in fright, “That’s a f ire!”
                 

               He ran for help.



The squeamish pigs squealed in the pigs ty.

The geese honked in horror.

The goats bleated blaringly.

And the sheep shrieked around in the pas ture.
 



Gulliver ran to the s tables for help.

“Benny!” he cried, “We have to save the sheep.” 

           The woods are on f ire!”

Benny raced after 
Gulliver and together they 
s teered the sheep away from the f ire.  



All of them, except for one. 
Olga the Sheep was tangled up in a 
bunch of branches, bleating in panic.

The tongues of f ire were reaching higher and higher.



Gulliver didn’t dare jump over the f ire.  
“It’s too high!” he said.
But Benny didn’t even think about failure. 
He jumped as high as he could, over the tongues 
of f ire and raced of f to save Olga.

Gulliver was mos t impressed: 
“Benny you’re the best! 

Only a true champion 

could jump an obstacle 
like that.”



The days went by. 
Benny s till had to help plough.
He s till hauled hay into the barn.
He s till dragged trees out of the fores t 
and did other work.

But now everything was done more quickly, since 
Gulliver now helped out. So Benny had much more 
free time…



...and he and Gulliver 

would race to see

f irs t to hop the fence, 

and they would run about in the f ields 
                right up until sundown. who would be  f irs t to the woods,





This story is about Benny the workhorse and Gulliver the racehorse.
Gulliver would like to play and frolic with his friend, but Benny always 

has too much work to do, so there’s just no time for play.
One evening fire engulfs the nearby woods. Gulliver and 

Benny team up to save the animals.
Gulliver comes to realize what true friendship is. He decides that from now on 

he’ll help Benny work. Benny is happy as can be, since now he has more free time… 
                                                                          which he delightfully spends playing 

                                                                                                             with his friend.


