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For all picture books detectives

How curiously Katy Kitty is looking up on the cover of this book! As if she were 
admiring the clear, blue sky above… But what does she see? A friend riding on the 
cotton candy clouds? A flying mouse who doesn’t know that Katy is a friend to all mice? 
Is she chatting with a big, blue butterfly? Maybe all of these things – but wait a second! 
This is only the cover: Katy Kitty and the Marvellous Plant. Why is it “marvellous”? Will 
it help us not be scaredy-cats? Will the cat never get our tongue? Will it give us all nine 
lives?  Make us grin like Cheshire cats? This picture book will answer all of our questions 
if we, whether young or old, look deeply into it. For example, what are Katy Kitty and 
Mabel Mouse (those best of friends!) up to? They’re just as curious as we are! What kind 
of plant is growing in the middle of the yard? What do Haley Hen, Katya Cow and all 
the others have to say? Why is Harry the Horse so entranced, and why is Katy grinning 
at him?  Who are the animals gawking at when the horse concludes that the plant is… 
grass? Are they surprised when, next to the plant, Gabby the Goat speaks wise words? 
Are they surprised, disappointed, angry when the bunny runs off with the plant?

 The mystery of the plant is right in front of our eyes – sorry, right there in the yard. 
But the answer to this mystery is not what matters. What matters most are the questions 
themselves and the carefulness with which we regard the words and the figures – that is, 
what constitutes a true, lively picture book. This book will write itself into the imagination 
of readers who delve into it and understand that it’s about curiosity, that most marvellous 
“plant” of all. Only curiosity can help us keep boring, grey and desolate days away.

 And don’t forget your magnifying glasses, detectives!
 

Igor Saksida



Katy Kitty and Mabel Mouse are best friends.

They often play in the courtyard, and today…



“Look!” says Kitty, stopping suddenly and pointing 

at a plant growing in the middle of the courtyard. 

Mabel Mouse nods and 

together they stare at the plant.

“Corn!”



But then Haley Hen arrives.

“Cluck, cluck, what have 

you found?” she asks.



“Corn,” they both reply.

The hen looks at the plant and shakes her head. 

“No! I know corn and, believe me, that’s not corn. 

That’s                 .”

All three stare steadily at the plant.

clover



Soon Katya the Cow arrives and 

asks the three curious friends, 

“Mooo? What you are doing?”

“We’ve found some clover,” 

the three of them say wisely.



Katya shakes her head. “No, no! I know clover and, 

believe me, it’s not clover. It’s                 .”

Now there are four animals staring away at the plant.

wheat



Soon Harry the Horse arrives 

and asks, “Neigh! What are 

you doing?”

“We’ve found some wheat,” 

all four of them explain.



Now there are five animals 

staring away at the plant.

“No, no, no!” says Harry. 

“I know wheat and, 

believe me, that’s not 

wheat. It’s               .”grass



By now their curiosity has attracted Gabby the Goat. 

“Naa! What are you starting at?”

“We’ve found some grass,” says the five, sharing 

the important news.



“No, no, no, no!” says Gabby. “I know grass 

and, believe me, that’s not grass. It’s…”



What nonsense the goat would have thought up 

if it weren’t for the bunny Zach who hops by, 

plucks out the plants and says, joyfully,



“Yummy, you’ve found a super                 . 

I’m so hungry! I’ll gobble it up right now”

carrot





Katy Kitty and the Marvellous Plant. Why is it “marvellous”? 
Will it help us not be scaredy-cats? Will the cat never get our 
tongue? Will it give us all nine lives?  Make us grin like Cheshire 
cats? This picture book will answer all of our questions if we, 
whether young or old, look deeply into it. For example, what 
are Katy Kitty and Mabel Mouse (those best of friends!) up to? 
They’re just as curious as we are! 

But the answer to this mystery is not what matters. What 
matters most are the questions themselves and the carefulness 
with which we regard the words and the figures – that is, what 

constitutes a true, lively picture book. This book will write 
itself into the imagination of readers who delve into it 

and understand that it’s about curiosity, that most 
marvellous “plant” of all. Only curiosity can help 
us keep boring, grey and desolate days away.

Igor Saksida


