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Frida's grandmother and grandfather often 
come to visit and Frida, an inquisitive primary 
school pupil, was always happy to see them. She 
liked flicking through photo albums with her 
grandmother who always told her stories about 
the little rascals in the photographs. Her grand- 
father, who, in his youth  used  to  fantasise  he 
would become a great traveller and researcher, 
always had a lot of exciting stories about foreign 
countries.

“Did you know,” Frida asked him, as he entered
her room towards the evening, “that thousands
of people from all around the world gather in
Spain and throw tomatoes at each other?”

“Of course I did,” her grandfather replied with a
smile. “I know a lot of interesting facts about 
Spain!”

“Really?” Frida showed her enthusiasm. “I have 
to write down at least ten facts about Spain for 
my homework. Will you help me?”

“Of course I will, but you’ll have to wait until
tomorrow, because I’m too tired today.”



It was a nice summer morning. Rat Monica was
playfully tickling Bunny Zoe with her whiskers,
while Dragon Arthur Guy was drifting in and
out of sleep. Frida, who had just put down the
map of Europe, looked at her friends who were
slowly waking up and exclaimed: “We’re going to
Spain!”

“Excellent,” Rat Monica immediately jumped up
in anticipation. “Of course we will start by visiting
Madrid, the capital of Spain!”

“Madrid is really far,” complained Bunny Zoe. 
“I think we should stop on the Balearic Islands* 
in the Western Mediterranean on the way! 
A sunny paradise and sandy beaches await us!”

“Well, we’ll see,” mumbled Dragon Arthur Guy.
“All aboard! A long and tiring journey awaits!”

*The Balearic Islands lie slightly more than 80 km east of the Iberian Peninsula and cover a surface area exceeding 5000
km2. Six centuries Before Christ they were ruled by the Carthaginians, in 123 BC they became a part of the Roman
Empire, in the eighth century AD they were occupied by Arabs, and in 1253 they were conquered by the Aragon king
James I who resettled them with Catalonians. The highest point of the islands is located in the North-Western part of the
island of Mallorca and reaches an altitude of 1400 metres above sea level.

They all had the travel fever, but they quickly 
got ready for the journey. Amongst everything 
else that she needed Frida also packed a 
notepad, a pen and a small camera. Dragon 
Arthur Guy and the three passengers took off , 
turned across the Mediterranean and headed 
towards Spain.

“The view is excellent from up here! We are 
now flying over Palma de  Mallorca!” Bunny Zoe 
shouted joyfully.

“We will not descend until we reach the centre of 
Madrid ,” Frida answered determinedly.



“Are you aware that Madrid was not always 
the capital of Spain, even though it is located 
in the very centre of the Iberian Peninsula?” 
Dragon Arthur Guy started explaining as a true 
expert as soon as he saw the meandering river 
of Manzanares beneath him. He slowly started 
descending into Buen Retiro, one of the largest 
city parks.

“The reason behind this was simple,” he contin-
ued hastily. “In the first half of the 16th century
Phillip II, the King of Spain and the vast empire
on the other side of the Atlantic, who was an
enthusiastic hunter, wanted his main castle to be
close to his favourite hunting grounds. Madrid,
which had less than ten thousand inhabitants at
the time, fitted his desires perfectly, and on top
of that the town also had fresh water, space to
expand and fertile soil in the vicinity. He started
building on a massive scale and the Spanish
kings who came after him added new beautiful
buildings to the town and by the 17th century
Madrid had become the largest town in Spain.”

“Did you know that Madrid is the highest lying
European capital and that it is also the capital
with the most hours of sunshine a year,” Bunny
Zoe gazed romantically at the beautiful foun-
tains, lakes, sculptures and the Crystal Palace
beneath her.

“Ah,” exclaimed Rat Monica with great relief 
as she ran towards the shadows created by the 
trees as soon as they landed softly on the grass. 
“I want to take a ride on the underground as 
soon as possible!”

“Okay,” replied Frida, “but we’ll visit the square
Puerta del Sol first. It is the heart of the city, and 
something is always happening there!”

“Wonderful! The gate Puerta del Sol was named
after the sun that shines through the gate every
morning!” Bunny Zoe showed her enthusiasm
once again.

“The centre of the Iberian Peninsula is right here,
in this square, and this is where all the distances
in Spain are measured from,” explained Frida.
“And this is where we can see the bronze
statue of the bear climbing a tree (El Oso y El
Madrono), which is the symbol of Madrid. They
say this area used to be full of bears.”

*Philip II (1527–1598) moved his castle from Toledo
to Madrid in 1561. As he opposed Protestantism (the
second of the three largest branches of Christianity)
he gave the Spanish inquisition (the Catholic Church
court) relatively open hands, with which he strength-
ened his absolute power. He acquired land greedily.
In 1588 his “unbeatable armada” was defeated by
England and Spain lost their supremacy at sea.

*The Pyrenees are an approximately 350 km long
mountain range that run between the Atlantic Ocean
and the Mediterranean Sea and form the border
between Spain and France. The highest peaks in the
range surpass 3,000 m.a.s.l., with the highest peak on
the Spanish side, Pic d'Aneto (de Nethou), measuring
at 3,404 m.a.s.l..
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“I can't help myself, I just have to join you on
your visit to the exquisite Royal Palace (Palacio
Real),” Dragon Arthur Guy joined the three girls
after his short rest in the park during which he
recovered from the exhausting journey. “This
is the largest royal palace* in Western Europe
and it is still used as the official residency of the
Spanish royal family; however it is used only
during large state ceremonies. It was built in the
18th century and it was modelled on the Parisian
Versailles. Let's take a look at the magnificently
decorated rooms, for a part of the palace has
been turned into a museum and is open to the
general public!”

“Look at all this. The interior is exquisite and
rich. Only the finest materials were used and the
frescoes appear to be from a fairy tale,” Bunny
Zoe was taken aghast. “And these beautiful
paintings! And what wonderfully fantastic collec-
tions of weapons, porcelain, clocks, furniture and
silverware!”

“They also have a truly one of a kind collection
of Stradivarius* string instruments,” Frida showed 
her excitement.

Rat Monica was the only one frowning as she 
wanted to visit, because she wanted to visit the 
wonderful park behind the palace, but to her 
great disappointment, it is closed to the public.

“Let's visit the cathedral* next as it is right 
opposite the palace! And it matches the grey 
and white facade of the Royal Palace,” said Frida 
as she ran across the vast plateau in front of the 
church. “The new capital of Spain did not have a 
cathedral in 1561. Although they started planning 
it in the 16th century, construction only started 
in 1879. It is dedicated to the Virgin Almudena. 
It is highly likely that it was built on the site 
of a medieval mosque that was destroyed in 
1083, when King Alfonso VI conquered Madrid,” 
explained Dragon Arthur Guy as they stood in 
front of the church looking at the point where the 
high church touched the sky. “Marquis Francisco 
de Cubas (1826–1899) planed and oversaw 
its neo-Gothic construction. The construction 
came to a halt during the Spanish civil war. 
In 1950 the architect Fernando Chueca Goitia 
(1911–2004) adjusted the marquis's plans to fit 
the church’s baroque exterior. The interior with 
its chapels and statues by various artists and 
in various styles, ranging from historic styles to 
pop-art décor, is contemporary. The most holy 
of all chapels is home to a mosaic created by the 
Slovene artist and vicar Marko Ivan Rupnik.”

*The palace has 3,418 rooms and covers a whopping
135,000 square metres.

*The Italian Antonio Stradivari (1644–1737) was the 
most famous maker of string instruments in the world.
The price for a violin made by him, a Stradivarius, can
run into millions of Euros.

*The cathedral Santa Maria la Real de La Almudena is
home to the Roman-Catholic Archdiocese of Madrid. It
was consecrated in 1993 by Pope John Paul II. On 22nd
May 2004 it hosted the wedding of the current King
Phillip VI to Letizia Ortiz Rocasolano.
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The neo-classicist building which is the home to the Spanish
National Museum is located in the park Prado de San Jerónimo,
which also gave the museum its name. Prado (which is Spanish
for meadow) was a meadow before the museum was built here
and they called the entire area by this name.

“This is perfect!” exclaimed Rat Monica, who was especially
keen on the history of art. “An avenue known as the avenue of
museums, Paseo del Prado! It begins at Atocha, the largest station
in Madrid, and ends at the Cibeles fountain, where the traffic is
horrendous. The golden art triangle is created by three important
museums, which are relatively close to each other. The Prado*
Museum is home to works of art that were created prior to the
20th century, the Reina Sofia Museum is home to 20th century
art, while the Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum holds a combination
of older and contemporary artwork. They are all located merely a
stone’s throw away from each other!”

“Maybe we can see both Goya’s* famous portraits of Maya. The 
two are completely the same, except that one is a nude, while the 
other is dressed,” giggled Bunny Zoe.

“Look, here is a completely different and not at all romantic
painting by Goya,” Rat Monica pointed at the shooting of rebels
in the painting entitled Third of May 1808 (El tres de mayo). “After
the illness which made him deaf, Goya's painting changed signifi-
cantly. He created paintings with spooky scenes and his portraits
became more realistic. In his famous "black paintings" which laid
the foundations for a new painting style, surrealism, he descended 
into the world of insanity, madness and imagination.”

*One of the most valuable collections of paintings and sculptures in the
world consists of approximately 7600 paintings, 1000 sculptures, 4800
graphic prints and 8200 drawings, as well as numerous other works of art
and historical documents.

*The Spanish painter Francisco José de Goya y Lucientes (1746–1828). His
art addressed human indecency, suffering and violence, and towards the
end of his life his works became much darker.
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*The Spanish Baroque painter Diego Velázquez (1599–1660) was born in
Seville. At the age of twenty-four he moved to Madrid, where he became
the painter to King Phillip IV. Four years later he was promoted to the
position of court painter. He remained the court painter until the day he 
died.

“It would take us ages to see all of the artworks!” Frida thought
out loud. “Let's just look at the most famous ones! First let's find
Velázquez’s most famous painting, The Ladies in Waiting (Las
Meninas), which he painted in 1656!”
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“And now, my dear ladies, are in for a surprise 
of a completely different nature!” Dragon Arthur
Guy gallantly invited his friends. “No, we are
not going to visit the bullfighting arena Plaza
de Toros*, even though it is one of the most
important bull-fighting arenas in the world. We
are going to visit the football stadium Santiago
Bernabéu, for whatever way we chose to look
at it, Madrid is a town of real football lovers! Can
you imagine that we came all the way to Madrid
and failed to see Real Madrid’s stadium? 
Unfortunately, it’s not Saturday, which is their 
match day, but we can still take a tour of the 
stands, the changing rooms, the playing fields, 
the commentator’s cabins and the small club 
museum with all the trophies they have won 
over the years!” Dragon Arthur Guy showed his 
enthusiasm.“

And at the end of the tour we can buy the
football kits of all the Real Madrid players in their
shop,” suggested Bunny Zoe.

“You wish!” Rat Monica quickly put a stop to this
dream.

*Arena Plaza de Toros de Las Ventas is a famous
bull-fighting arena in eastern Madrid, which can 
accept25,000 visitors at a time. It was opened on 17th 
June 1931. Bullfighting has been prohibited in some 
places, for instance in the Canary Islands in 1991, and 
in Catalonia in 2011.

Dragon Arthur Guy, who is a great sports fan,
and is especially keen on football, continued:
“Real Madrid’s imposing stadium is located
alongside the main road Passeo de la Castellana.
The fans believe the stadium is a technological
marvel. It was built in the 1940s and can accept 
over 81,000 football fans. It was named after the
president of the club (1943 to 1978).

Excellent Spanish and foreign* players play in
Spanish clubs. In the sixteen years he played for
Real Madrid Raul* helped them win six national 
titles and three Champions League cups. In2015 
he brought his long career to an end while 
playing for the American club New York Cosmos. 
In his entire career as a footballer he did not 
receive a single red card, and he scored 44 goals 
in the 102 matches that he played for his national 
team of Spain.”

*The great Portuguese football star Cristiano Ronaldo
(1989) has been playing for Real Madrid since 2009.

*The Slovene goalkeeper Jan Oblak (1993) is currently
the first goalkeeper for the football club Atletico 
(Atletico Madrid). On 1st January 2018 he was bought
for a record sum of 50 million Euros, which made him
the most expensive goalkeeper of all times.

*The Spanish football player Raúl González Blanco, 
born in 1977 in Madrid.



*Tapa means an appetiser, a snack. In Spain Tapas have evolved into a
sophisticated culinary experience. They can be cold (mixed olives and
cheese) or hot (chopitos – small fried calamari).

*The small town of Valladolid hosts an international competition of Tapas
culinary schools.

“We can't visit the famous Madrid flea market,
which is one of the largest in Europe, as it is
only open on Sundays,” Rat Monica showed her
disappointment. “But the street Gran Via never
sleeps! It is the main business and shopping
street, some sort of an outdoor museum, in 
which buildings seem to compete with one 
another for the best architecture. It’s a great 
pleasure to walk down the street and admire 
the buildings. Can anyone name the two most 
famous skyscrapers in the world?”

“Kio Towers, also known as the Gate of Europe.
They are 114 m high, and they became famous
for being the first skyscrapers built at an angle
of 15 degrees,” Dragon Arthur Guy immediately
shouted out.

“What about the oldest restaurant in the world?
Who knows what it’s called?”

“Of course! It is Sobrino de Botin! It lies in the
heart of the Spanish capital, close to Plaza Mayor.
It was opened in 1725 and it still has an 18th
century oven, in which they bake the best roast
lamb in the capital,” Dragon Arthur Guy was quick
to reply. “Would you like to visit it?”

“No,” replied Rat Monica with a smile. “We
still need to visit the San Miguel market (Mercado
San Miguel), and the main square (Plaza Mayor).
Follow me!”

Once they arrived at the market Dragon Arthur
Guy couldn’t help himself, he just had to show off
his knowledge once again: “Every Spanish town
has a main square, the one in Madrid was created
in the 16th century under the orders of Philip III of
Spain, who was the King of Spain at the time. It is
located in the town centre, it has nine entrances
and it is surrounded by symmetrical buildings
on all four sides. This used to be a place for royal
ceremonies and bull fights, but now the arcades
are full of restaurants and bars.”

“Can we sit down over there? Let's order some
tapas* and comfort our rumbling tummies!”
suggested Rat Monica.

“No, you little greedy guts,” smiled Frida. “Let's
visit the nearby town of Valladolid*. We can have
a snack there and then indulge in a siesta, which
is what the Spanish call an afternoon nap.”
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Once their tummies were full and they were in a cheerful 
mood, the four friends continued on their trip. “I will wait with 
Dragon Arthur Guy,” whispered Bunny Zoe. “Running in front of 
bulls is not my thing.”

“Okay, we will go on our own,” agreed Frida as she gave Rat
Monica a calming hug to drive her fear away. “We must make sure 
we don’t miss the San Fermin* festival. The festival originates in 
medieval times and includes religious processions, folk dances, 
concerts as well as other forms of entertainment. Every day until 
the end of the festival a crowd of people runs along an 825 metres 
long stretch through the streets of Pamplona and they are chased 
by wild bulls. Look how many people are dressed in white and 
have red scarves tied around their necks! The festival is opened by 
the town’s mayor who lights the fireworks chupinazo, and the run 
comes to an end in the town arena, where the bull fighters finish 
off the bulls in the evening.”

“Luckily we are watching from afar,” squeaked Rat Monica.
“I believe we have to move on.”

*The festival in Pamplona has been celebrated in honour of San Fermin,
the patron saint of the town and the region of Navarra, since 1591. It
begins at 8 am on 6th July and ends at midnight on 14th July.
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They are not far from Santillano del Mar* now. “In 1879 the 
amateur archaeologist Marcelino Sanz de Sautuola and his nine 
year old daughter Maria discovered a cave with paintings from 
the Palaeolithic era not far from here,” explained Dragon Arthur 
Guy to his inquisitive fellow travellers, as he gently descended in 
front of the famous cave. “The father stayed in the first part of the 
cave, but the daughter wandered off and noticed something on 
the ceiling in a side cave. When she came back she told her father 
what she saw.”

Frida was thrilled: “ The approximately 300 metres long cave, with 
some of the most important and excellently preserved prehistoric 
cave paintings, was named Altamira (Cueva de Altamira)! The 
artists created their multicoloured paintings with charcoal, ochre 
and engravings. Look! The images depict a herd of extinct steppe 
bison in various poses, two horses, many deer, a wild boar, human 
prints and outlines of hands as well as numerous abstract 
drawings.”

“It’s wonderful,” agreed Rat Monica. “Even though we are not 
in the real cave, this is an exact replica that was created in its 
vicinity in 2001. By the 1970s the paintings became damaged as a 
result of the numerous people who visited the caves, so now only 
researchers have access to the real cave. The cave shows us how 
our ancestors lived 13,000 –16,000 years ago, when the paintings 
were created!”

*The medieval town of Santilana del Mar lies to the north of the pilgrim
route leading to Santiago de Compostela. With its defence towers and
renaissance palaces it is one of the most important areas in Cantabria.
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After a while the four friends flew across
the northern part of the country - towards
Santiago de Compostela*. “The legend says,”
Frida explained during the flight, “that in 813 AD,
a shepherd from Galicia saw a star shining upon
a field. Bishop Teodemiro ordered the location
to be researched and a marble tomb was discov-
ered; it was discovered that St. James the Great*
was buried in this tomb.

In the 9th century this territory in North-East
Spain belonged to the Kingdom of Asturias which
was governed by the skilful commander-in-chief
and politician Alfonso II, who is known in history
books as Alfonso the Chaste. The king took the
folk beliefs to heart and erected a temple and
a Benedictine monastery on this location.
It is believed that the king was the first pilgrim
to this sacred place.”

“Girls, behave! Stop nattering!” Dragon Arthur
Guy warned the girls as soon as they landed

safely on the plateau in front of the cathedral.
Then he continued where Frida stopped:

“This is how a new pilgrimage route emerged,
for until then all pilgrimage routes led to

Jerusalem or Rome. Because of the pilgrimage
route, which led to Compostela from all points in
Europe, the town became an important cultural

centre for the whole of Europe, even though it
lies on its very edge.

The shared name for all pilgrimage routes
leading from various locations to Compostela is

El Camino de Santiago. On the way numerous
inns for pilgrims*, as well as various religious

markings and chapels were erected. They were
built by the pilgrims as a part of their penitence.”

*Since then the place is known as Compostela, which
supposedly originates from the Latin campus stellae –
star's field or campus tellure – field with a tomb.

*In medieval times a seashell denoted that a
pilgrimage to Compostela was completed and the

pilgrims attached them to their clothes with pride or
built them into their house walls. The seashell remains

a symbol of St. James’ route even today.
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“Look down,” shouted Dragon Arthur Guy to the three passen-
gers on his back as they flew across the town of Salamanca* on
route to Toledo. “You can clearly see the square plan of the old
part of the town (●). Next time we are here we are going to visit the
university, but now we have to rush towards Toledo!”

“Toledo is one of the most beautiful towns in Spain!” clapped
Bunny Zoe as she enthusiastically continued: “The old capital –
Roman Toletum, Arabian Tolaitola, Spanish Toledo (●) – is a city
of three cultures. The old town is located on the hill and under
the hill runs the River Tagus in what appears to be a perfect
circle. Two attractive bridges cross the Tagus and restrict access
to Toledo, the bridge Alcantara and the newer bridge San Martín.
At the highest point of the town we can see the 16th century
fortress known as Alcatraz, which is currently home to the Military
Museum.”

“OK, let's get going girls!” Dragon Arthur Guy tried to get them on
their way. “I'll follow you as soon as I have had a short rest.”

●*Salamanca is a town in the autonomous community
of Castile and Leon in central Spain. It is home to
one of the oldest universities in Europe, which was
established in 1218 by Alfonso IX, the king of Castile
and Leon.

This time Rat Monica, a patient history re-
searcher, took the lead: “The town of Toledo* lies
on the Tagus River. It is known for its religious
tolerance, for it had large Muslim and Jewish
communities until the two communities were
expelled from Spain: Jews were expelled in 1492
and the Moors in 1502. However, their mosques
and churches from the period before they were
expelled have been preserved to this day. Due
to its geographical position in the centre of the
Iberian Peninsula it was constantly fought over
by Muslim and Catholic rulers from Northern
Spain. In 1085 it was conquered by Alfonso VI of
Leon and Castile, but it remained an important
cultural centre even after it was conquered 
by the Catholics . The Arabian library was not 
pillaged; instead the Catholics established a 
translation centre within it. Under the leadership 
of Alfonso X of Castile, also known as The Wise 
due to his vast hunger for knowledge, 13th 
century Toledo was an exceptional cultural 
centre. The Toledo translation school brought 
vast knowledge to Europe, for this was where 
they translated academic and philosophical 
texts from Arabic to Latin. In the beginning of the 
16th century the royal couple Joana of Castile – 
Joanna the Mad, the daughter of Queen Isabella 
I, and Philip I of Castile – Philip the Handsome 
were crowned in the cathedral. For a short period 
during the 16th century Toledo was the capital of 
Castile. In 1561, when Philip II moved the court 
from Toledo to Madrid, the old part of the town 
slowly started fading. Today it is the main town 
of the province of Toledo and the autonomous 
region of Castile-La Mancha.”

“Swords, daggers and armour were made in
Toledo. Steel was made here as early as approxi-
mately 500 BC, and it was especially known
during the Roman times when their swords were
used by Hannibal and his army during the Punic 
wars,” Dragon Arthur Guy showed his knowledge 
of Toledo as he rejoined his friends. “I'll set off on 
a hunt for swords, daggers and armour amongst 
the town souvenirs!”

“The old part of the town on the hill is so full of
historical and cultural sites that it is impossible to
visit them all within the time we have,” Frida was
enthused by the town of three cultures.

“It would be a sin to visit Toledo and not try their
marzipan!” Rat Monica quickly slipped to
Zocodover, the central market in Toledo. The
happy Bunny Zoe followed her.

*Famous people who were born or lived in Toledo
include the Spanish-Arabian astronomer, mathemati-
cian and astrologist Al Zarkali (1028–1087), after
whom the Al-Zarkali (Arzachel) crater on the moon
is named, King Alfonso X of Castile (1221–1284), the
poet Garcilaso de la Vega, the Firenze duchess Eleanor
of Toledo (1522–1562) and the painter El Greco (1541-
1614).
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“Visiting Toledo and not seeing El Greco's* 
works of art, now that really would be a sin,” Dragon
Arthur Guy slammed his tail decisively against
the floor, so that the three girls paid attention.
“El Greco, who is today considered the leading
representative of Spanish mannerism*, was
not originally from Spain. He spent his early
childhood in his birth town on the island of
Crete with its lovely hilly surroundings, where he
absorbed the images of nature. He left for Venice
at a very young age, and from there he moved
to Rome and in the end he headed towards
Spain. He arrived in Toledo in 1577 and he lived
and worked there until the day he died. The
artist, who – contrary to the aesthetics found in
his works - liked to enjoy a luxurious and lavish
lifestyle, was never short of work. In 1604 he
bought Palace Villena with twenty-four rooms
and vast gardens, and he hired an orchestra to
play for him during meals. In 1578 a son, Jorge
Manuel, was born to him and his long time
companion Doña Jeronima de las Cuevas whom
he never married. When he died he left behind 72
books and a few personal belongings.”

“What an exciting life he led,” said Rat
Monica. “Let's take a look at some of the most
famous works in Toledo! The 13th century Gothic
cathedral Santa María de Toledo is home to
his most famous altar painting The Disrobing
of Christ, while the 14th century church Santo
Tome is home to the famous painting The Burial
of the Count of Orgaz (El Entierro del seonor de
Orgaz), in which he depicted himself alongside
the nobility of the time. Looking at some of his
later self-portraits we can assume that St. Luke in
the Toledo cathedral is a self-portrait of the artist.
Many of his important paintings can be found in
the artist's house, which has been turned into El
Greco's museum. One of the most beautiful views
of the town in which he is buried is depicted in
his dramatic painting Toledo in a Storm, which
is dedicated to this town. Characteristic of his
art are the long slender figures dressed in cold
mannerist colours, with faces that look devoutly
towards the sky and with draperies* that no
longer tend to cling realistically to the body but
have become restless colour surfaces.”

“It is interesting that El Greco's contemporaries
showed enthusiasm mainly for the dramatic
images of his devout figures,” nodded Dragon
Arthur Guy with his narrow head, which would
represent a great portrait challenge for the artist
in the past. “Centuries later, 20th century art
experts became excited by something else – the
draperies that started changing into abstract sur-
faces and the expressiveness and dramatic look 
of his artworks, which made expressionists and 
cubists believe he was their unique predecessor.”

*Doménikos Theotokópoulos, known under his nick-
name El Greco, a Greek Renaissance painter, sculptor 
and architect (1540 –1614). 

*Mannerism originated in Italy in approximately 1520. 
This style was developed between the Renaissance 
and Baroque. It appeared simultaneously in painting, 
sculpting, music, literature and architecture and was 
a synonym for the unnatural and functioned as a cold 
and rational inspiration.

*In art drapery stands for the depiction of clothes, 
especially creases on figures.
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“Well as we are in the Castile – La Mancha
region, let's take a look at the windmills, which
were made famous by the writer Cervantes over
four hundred years ago,” Frida remembered
the story about the gentlemanly knight and his
servant Sancho Panza.

They took their scooters and rushed towards the
village of Consuegra*, the home of the famous
restored 16th century windmills. “They are over
there, on the hill,” cried Bunny Zoe enthusiastically. 
“Behind the town, from where one can see the 12th 
century castle,” she continued. “The castle used to 
be a fortress back in the time when Consuegra was 
the headquarters and monastery of the San Juan 
knights, the Spanish Order of the Knights of the 
Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem.” 

Dragon Arthur Guy, who had just returned from 
viewing the landscape with the windmills from 
above, added: “Are you aware that the millers from 
this area used wind to mill grains, predominantly 
wheat? Some of the most important parts of the 
single floor mill are: the hopper chute through 
which the grains fall down, the metal box where 
the grains were stored and the wood for moving 
the sails. All mills had their own name and were 
passed from father to son. They became famous as 
soon as Don Quixote was first published, and they 
were in use until the 1980s.”

*As a Roman town Consuegra saw great development
during the rule of Titus Livius and Ptolemy. During
this period bridges, roads, the damn and the water-
works were built. The Roman road that led past the
town was called Via Laminium.



“Why is the novel Don Quixote* so important?” Bunny Zoe
wanted to know. “And what is it about?”

“With this novel the writer Cervantes* created the first great
modern novel,” explained Frida, as they took a moment to rest
and left their scooters in the grass. “What is the novel about? The
thin, poetic Don Quixote was a poor noble man from Mancha,
who had read so many chivalric romances that he no longer
distinguished fantasy from reality. He set off into the world with
the hope of reviving the period of travelling knights – defending
the innocent and pursuing the guilty. He saddled up his old jade,
horse Rosinanto. He took with him the stout, clear thinking and
calculating farmer Sancho Panza as a shield bearer, and he also
chose the lady of his heart, Dulcinea del Toboso, in whose honour
and glory he would perform his heroic acts as a knight. As he
stormed towards the windmills, seeing them as hostile giants, he
broke all of his teeth. He went from one adventure to another and
he almost always hurt himself, which was why everybody made
fun of him. In the end he was tricked by a priest and a barber to
return home where he came to his senses. Once he was confronted 
by his weird delusions and was robbed of his illusions he died.”

“Is it not true that the fictional literary hero Don Quixote, who
was determined to fight for justice, and was an advocate of true,
faithful and pure love, and inspired by history and chivalry, was at
first optimistic and even humorous?” asked Bunny Zoe.

“That’s true,” Frida nodded thoughtfully. “But in the end he
became increasingly passive and less and less humorous. And this
is why the novel is so astonishing! The novel is characteristic for its
tragicomedy, which means that it turns sad events into laughter
and vice versa. The hero’s desires were noble, but in the world in
which he lived, they were insane.”

*The Spanish writer Cervantes* wrote the novel The Ingenious Nobleman Sir
Quixote from Mancha (El Ingenioso Hidalgo Don Quijote de la Mancha) or
Don Quixote for short, as a parody of chivalric romances. The first part was
published in 1605, while the second part was published ten years later. The 
most famous artist to illustrate the novel was the Frenchman Gustave Doré 
(1832–1883), who illustrated the novel in 1862.

*Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, Spanish writer (1547–1616). The novel brought 
him fame, but not riches. However, his prediction that there will not be a 
language or nation into which this novel will not be translated, did come true.
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“Let’s have some fun before we head south,” suggested Rat
Monica. “We could indulge in a tomato war!” 

“What? How could you ever have come up with such a stupid idea?” 
Bunny Zoe was appalled.

“She didn't just come up with it,” laughed Frida. “She got the idea
from one of the most famous Spanish parties. Every year since
1945, in the village of Buñol, not far from Valencia, a traditional
procession is organised every last Wednesday in August. In 1945
a naughty boy threw a few tomatoes into the procession’s partici-
pants. As his mischievous prank proved to be fun, it was repeated
next year and this was how the holiday La Tomatina was born.
Today people from all over the world come to throw tomatoes
at each other. These tomatoes are especially grown for this event,
and they are not good for eating.

Before throwing it the competitors have to squeeze the tomato, so
that it becomes soft and less dangerous, and nobody is allowed to
throw anything else. As the participants throw tomatoes at each
other the exclamations Tomate, Tomate resound through the streets.
More than one hundred tons of extremely ripe tomatoes are thrown 
on the streets every year, and as soon as the event comes to an end 
to the sounds of the fireworks, the streets are cleaned up.”

“The last part doesn’t sound like fun to me,” Bunny Zoe mouthed
barely audibly, for she would not, even in her wildest dreams, get
her white coat stained by red tomatoes.

*The event begins in the morning when they erect a greasy pole (el palo
jabón) with a piece of ham on top. The competitors try to climb the pole
and the lucky winner who is the first to reach the ham (el jamón) gets the
honour of opening the celebrations. The fireworks mark the beginning of
the tomato battle (la batalla).
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*Seville, the capital of Andalusia, is located on a plateau
carved out by the river Guadalquivir. The town is over
2200 years old and numerous civilisations have left
their mark on it. It is the cultural and financial centre of
Southern Spain.

*Flamenco is a common name for a type of singing,
guitar music and dancing with clapping. Through time
dancing gained in importance and today it is 
considered the most attractive and best known part of
flamenco amongst the general public. Flamenco is one
of the most important elements of Spanish culture and
is danced throughout Spain.

*A male flamenco dancer is called a bailaor. He is
dressed in a tightly fitting black or red smoking, and
he wears a cordoban hat on his head. The female dancer
(bailaora) is seductive in her long, pleated skirt known
as bata de cola, which can be black, red, white, blue
or even pink, while her hair is decorated with a rose
behind her ear.

“Let's descend into Seville* and dance to the
rhythm of flamenco*,” Rat Monica spun around
happily on her thin legs.

“I thought you need a flamboyant red dress* and a
flower in your hair,” Frida commented while laughing,
as she imagined a flamenco dancer with decisive
passionate moves and an array of Spanish words that
are accompanied by the sound of the guitar.

Rat Monica shrugged her shoulders and read calmly
from her tiny notebook: “The dramatic Spanish
dance known as the flamenco is a type of music and
dance that originated from Andalusia. It appeared
as early as the 14th century. The original expressive
dancers in the courtyards and squares were known as
bailes de candil, and their dance expressed their
emotions through movement. The dance was
developed in the 18th century under the influence
of the Roma people, and by the 19th century it
was danced in bars commonly referred to as cafés
cantantes in which people from all walks of life
socialised. Through time the movements no longer
remained improvised, and the singing and music
gained in importance and the dance had to be in time
with them. A number of different forms developed,
and they differed from each other in their rhythm 
and message. They also introduced fans, skirts with 
trains,sticks, large silk scarves, handkerchiefs and 
other objects that define an individual form.”

Rat Monica went quiet for a moment and then she
asked Frida mischievously: “Why don't you put on
a red dress and dance with a flower in your hair?
Flamenco is one of the most passionate and attrac-
tive dances, during which the dancers with fettered
shoes stomp against the floor, create the rhythm with
castanets, pleated red dresses fly through the air and
the guitar accompanies all this in a wild tempo with
feeling. Try it!”
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●*Granada is the main town of the province of Granada in the autono-
mous community of Andalusia in Southern Spain. The town with
approximately 250.000 inhabitants lies at the foothills of the Sierra Nevada
mountain range, at the confluence of the rivers Darro and Geni.

“We could dance in Granada, which is famous for its gypsy fla-
menco dancers. Or we could watch them dance and experience the 
colourful Arabic and Moorish culture and the gypsy temperament?”
said Frida as her thoughts rushed ahead to Granada, the soul of
Spain, located on the invisible border between two worlds, Europe
and Africa, and two cultures, Catholic and Islam.

“Isn't Granada special also because of its geographical position? It
lies at the foothills of the Sierra Nevada mountain range, which has
all the highest mountains in Spain, but the Alpujarras mountain is
only 65 kilometres from the sea,” Rat Monica let her presence be
known once again.

“This means you can ski in the morning and sunbathe on the Costa
Tropical beach in the afternoon,” Bunny Zoe became excited over
the idea. “The Spanish really have all the preconditions for being
constantly in a good mood!”

“I think you might be exaggerating a bit! First of all we will visit the
town of Granada*, where the Arabian characteristics were most
present and the hardest to get rid of,” decided Frida and off they
went, flying towards Andalusia.

Once on the back of Dragon Arthur Guy she
calmly continued with her narration: “This is where
we will find Alhambra (●). Alhambra is a pearl of
medieval Islamic architecture and the best pre-
served architectural masterpiece from the times
when this part of Spain was ruled by the Moorish
kings. The construction started in the 13th century
and ended in the 15th century. Alhambra is not
merely a red fortress, but a complex of palaces,
parks, gardens and fountains, which is why it
became known as the Moorish Versailles. The
Palace consists of 37 mighty towers and a number
of palaces which have a series of small and large
gardens with fountains and orange tree orchards
within them. The characteristic Arabian repetitive
symmetrical patterns scattered across ceilings,
walls and columns form a wonderful whole.”

“In 1492 the Catholics came to power and that
was the end of the rule of the Moors,” added
Dragon Arthur Guy. “The reign was taken over by
the kingdom and that is why Charles V built a
massive Renaissance palace in Alhambra.”
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“Granada is also home to a mighty cathedral
and the tomb of the most important Spanish
royal couple of all times, Isabella of Castile and
Ferinand of Aragon,” Dragon Arthur Guy did not
let his line of thought be broken. “Does your
notebook include anything on them?” he asked
Rat Monica.

“I’m sure it does,” mumbled Rat Monica, as she
poked around her bag. “Let's take a look!
Queen Isabella I of Castile chose Ferdinand II of
Aragon as her husband and in October 1469 they
got married in the palace Juan de Vivero in Val-
ladolid, even though she did not get the blessing
of her step brother Henry IV. Even though they
were married by Pope Alexander VI, the king
opposed Isabella's demands for the crown and
decided to give the crown to his daughter 
Joanna. Following Henry's death in 1474 the 
battle for the throne begun. This fight lasted 
until 1479 when Isabella was acknowledged as 
the queen of Castile. For the first four years of her 
rule she was busy defending the country, as the 
country was in the middle of a civil war, in which 
she defeated her opponents from Castile as well 
as the Portuguese king. Following the death of 
John II of Aragon, who supported the marriage 
between his son and Queen Isabella, the king-
doms of Castile and Aragon merged into one. 
This was the first step to a unified Spain.”

“But,” Dragon Arthur Guy jumped into her
story, “during the second year of their rule
they introduced the Spanish Inquisition, which
was one of the many introduced changes in the
role of the church. The Pope called them Catholic
monarchs, because they wished to purify the
Catholic faith. Their plan was to unify the Spanish
people and exile the Muslims who were
spreading throughout Spain.”

“Apart from religion Isabella was also very
keen on education,” continued Rat Monica.
“She had learned Latin at the age of thirty and
she educated her children. She encouraged
exceptional scientists, established schools for the
children of nobility as well as other educational
institutions and she was also a patron of art and
education.”

Isabella I of Castile, the queen of Castile and Aragon
(1451–1504). She ruled from 10th December 1474 to the
day she died. Together with her husband, Ferdinand
II of Aragon (1452–1516), they represented a turning
point in the history of the Iberian Peninsula.
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*Christopher Columbus, an Italian researcher and merchant
(1451, Genoa, Italy – 20th May 1506, Valladolid, Spain) was
not an educated man, however, he was ambitious and with
time he learned Latin, Portuguese and Castilian. He read works 
by Ptolomeus, Plinius, Marco Polo and other researchers, and 
he was also interested in the Bible and the predictions in it.

*The New World is one of the names used for both Americas
and the accompanying islands.

“There is another important link connected to
Queen Isabella,” Dragon Arthur Guy, who was keen
on explorations, butted into the explanation once
again. “Christopher Columbus* visited the queen and
convinced her to finance his travels and explorations.
When he discovered the New World* this was annexed
to Castile. The queen saw the expansion of her lands
as an excellent opportunity to promote the Catholic
faith.”

Rat Monica glanced at her notebook: “That's true. 
Years before, approximately in 1480, Columbus and his 
brothers came up with the idea that he could reach
India by sailing west, for at the time, the Silk Road, the
merchant route that lead to Eastern Asia, was becoming 
increasingly dangerous. He presented his idea to the 
Portuguese king John II on numerous occasions, but he 
never agreed to finance the expedition. Thus, Columbus 
decided to visit the Spanish court, and Queen Isabella 
I of Castile and King Ferdinand II of Aragon ensured 
finances for the expedition even though they opposed 
it at first. The Queen’s conditions, under which  
Columbus's expedition could set off to India, were 
prepared by 17th April 1492 and on 3rd August 
Columbus and one hundred and twenty crew set off 
on the expedition. He recruited most of the crew in the 
port Puerto de Palos. The majority of the crew consisted 
of criminals sentenced to hard physical labour. He had 
three caravels* at his disposal: Pinta, Niña and Santa 
María. On 6th September 1492 they set off on their 
journey from the island of La Gomera in the Canary 
Islands, and after five weeks of sailing they spotted land 
on 12th October. They reached the island of Guanahaní 
in the Bahamas and they named it San Salvador.”

“Ah, so that was how Columbus discovered
America?” Bunny Zoe nodded knowingly while
following the story with her ears high in the air.
“He was most probably not the first European to
walk upon this continent, for it is believed that the
Vikings reached the North-West of the continent,
the area known today as the Labrador Peninsula,
already in the 10th century,” Dragon Arthur Guy
told her as a true expert on the subject, “but
Columbus did not know that at the time.”

“But do you know,” Rat Monica butted in once
again, “that no single discovery has changed
history as much as Columbus's first journey? By
the end of his life he sailed across the Atlantic to
the New World another three times, all between
the years 1492 and 1502. The royal couple
financed another two journeys, while the third
was financed by Columbus, Martin Alonso and
Vincent Yánez Pinzón who was an expert in sea
and sea vessels. His expeditions set the ground
stone for the European colonisation* of this
continent.”

*Caravel was a new type of a sailing ship, with three or
four masts and triangular or rectangular sails. They were
extremely good at travelling against the wind.

*Colonialism is a policy employed by economically 
strong countries. It is based on conquering new lands, 
economic exploitation and political repression of other 
countries.



Dragon Arthur Guy and his passengers flew
towards the province of Cordoba* (●), which was 
described by Lorca* as remote and lonely. 
They flew across olive groves, until they slowly 
descended on the edge of what is today a medium 
sized modern town.

“You have rested for a while, my dears, and now we 
have to continue on our way,” said Dragon Arthur
Guy, as he, exhausted from the journey, stretched
his long body. “Close to here, on the outskirts of
the town, lies the archaeological site of the town
Medina Azahara, which was, similar to Alhambra
in Granada, one of the main Spanish-Muslim
architectural pearls. The symbols of the old town
are the Great Mosque (Mezquita) and the Palace
of the Catholic Kings (Alkázar de los Rejes), which
used to be the headquarters of the Spanish
Inquisition. In the vicinity we can find the horse
stables, in which Andalusian horses were bred, 
and the medieval swimming pool. A series of 
restaurants that are mentioned in Cervantes's 
novel Don Quixote can be found to the south of the 
old town centre. You do remember the novel, don't 
you?” he asked and continued without waiting 
for a reply: “However, they do not mill wheat with 
wind power, for they use the power of water, as 
the water mills on the embankments of the river 
Guadalquivir date back to the Moorish times.”

“I have another fragment of local history to share 
before we leave,” added Rat Monica. “Córdoba 
was first an Iberian, then a Roman town, and in 
medieval times it became an Islamic capital. 
It is believed that it was the most populated town 
in the world by the 10th century. During the rule of 
al-Hakam II, who ruled between 961 and 976, the 
town became an important educational centre. 
The majority Muslim inhabitants were extremely 
tolerant towards the Catholic and Jewish 
minorities. Following months of siege Córdoba
was conquered in 1236 by Ferdinand III of Castile 
who built numerous new churches.”

During their walk through town the four friends
could feel the stormy history of the centuries gone 
by as they admired the numerous monuments, 
doors, towers, bridges, gardens, parks and 
museums, which include the famous Museum of 
Bull Fighting with photographs of the famous bull 
fighters from the past. It is hardly surprising that 
our friends were tired.

●*The first human traces in this area are the remains
of the Neanderthal man, who lived here 37.000–44.000
years ago. This historic town lies in the autonomous
community of Andalusia and is the capital of the
province of Córdoba. Numerous famous people were
born here – writers, scientists, architects, musicians,
dancers, poets and philosophers, amongst them the
great philosopher Seneca the Younger, the rhetorician
Seneca the Elder and the poet Lukan, all of whom lived
here during Roman times.

*Federico García Lorca (1898–1936), Spanish poet,
playwright, painter, pianist and composer.
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“The peace and silence are truly unbelievable!” Bunny Zoe showed 
her enthusiasm as they reached Sierra Nevada (●), the largest 
national park in Spain. The high peaks* provide a magnificent view 
that stretches like an open amphitheatre. “We could spend the 
entire day in the mountains and not meet a living soul. That is what 
I call relaxing!”

“Well, except if we were to visit one of the southernmost ski resorts 
in Europe,” suggested Frida.

“No. Let's admire the unbelievably diverse landscape and the 
fantastic view of the rich river valleys covered in pine trees and the 
seemingly bare mountains! The vegetation and animal life is also 
unbelievable, there is plenty of rare flowers, birds and lizards, as well
 as special mountain goats called ibex, with mighty, backwards 
curved horns,” Bunny Zoe was thrilled. “It is such a nice, clear day! 
Look, you can see the Mediterranean Sea over there! You can even 
see Morocco!”

“Frida! Zoe! Where are you?” Dragon Arthur Guy’s voice reverberated 
from the walls. “Monica and I are waiting for you in the beautiful 
poppy field at the foothills of Sierra Nevada! I thought we agreed to 
visit the town of Malaga?”

“We did!” They all replied in a single voice. “That’s Picasso's birth 
town!”

●*The highest peaks are: Mulhacén (3479 meters above sea level, which
makes it the highest mountain in mainland Spain), Veleta (3396 m) and
Alcazaba (3336 m). The northern face of Veleta, which looks like a gentle
hill when viewed from Granada, is one of the most spectacular in Spain.
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In front of Picasso's museum in his birth town
the friends gather around Frida, who starts
explaining the story of the most famous 20th
century artist. “Picasso's father was a painter
and a drawing teacher and Pablo* enrolled
into painting school at the age of ten and by
the age of fifteen he had his own studio.
While living in Barcelona he used to hang out
with avant-garde Catalonian modernist artists,
who met in the cafe Els Quatre GATS, where
Picasso also held his first exhibition in 1900.
Then he moved to his beloved Paris, where
he – when he was not in Provence – lived until
the end of his life. He socialised with important
artists of the era, and his painting was greatly
influenced by his attitude towards women. He
had two sons and one daughter. He lived in the
French town of Mougins for fifteen years which
was where he died of a heart attack at the age
of 91.”

*Pablo Ruiz Picasso, Spanish painter, printmaker
and sculptor (1881–1973). In his lifetime he created
over 15.000 paintings, graphic prints and sculptures.
Together with the French painter and printmaker
Georges Braque (1882–1963) they founded the art style
known as cubism in 1907. Characteristic of this style is
that objects are presented from various points of view
at the same time.

“I know that his works of art are amongst the
most expensive in the world. But why was he so
important?” Bunny Zoe wanted to know.

“Picasso's art, from his early expressionistic
paintings to his revolutionary painting Les 
Demoiselles d'Avignon*, presented a search for 
innovative forms and pattens,” continued Frida. 
“He also created sculptures, which moved the 
borders of creativity. For example, he created 
The Bull's Head from discarded bicycle parts. 
The genius artist often repeated the same motif 
in various techniques, from drawings to paintings, 
from a ceramic vase to a sculpture and vice versa. 
The Picasso museum in Barcelona keeps many of 
his early works from when he lived and worked in 
Spain. Selected works that he created in France 
are kept in the Picasso Museum in Paris. In 2003 
a Picasso Museum was also opened in his birth 
town of Málaga* (Museo Picasso Malaga).”

*In 1907 one of the first cubist paintings was created,
Les Demoiselles d'Avignon. Picasso found the inspiration 
for this painting in Iberian and African sculptures.

*Málaga, the sixth largest town in Spain, lies on the
Mediterranean sunny coast (Costa del Sol), approxi-
mately 100 km from Gibraltar. It has a history that
spans back approximately 2800 years, which makes it
one of the oldest towns in the world.
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“Which is his largest painting?” asked Rat Monica.

“Guernica*, which is also one of the most famous paintings in
history,” Frida responded without a moment of hesitation. “In
agreement with Franco German airplanes bombed and destroyed
the small Basque town of Guernica on 26th April 1937. With its old
oak tree around which the Basque assembly held its meetings, the
town was a historical and political symbol of the Basque nation.
It seemed a miracle, but the oak tree somehow survived the
bombing of the town. It remains green even today and as such it
represents a symbol of life and the survival of the Basques. Picasso,
who lived in Paris from 1904 onwards saw the photographs of the
tragedy two days after the bombing. The attack encouraged him
to paint Guernica, a painting that shows the suffering of civilians
during a civil war. He painted his masterpiece in black and white
and shades of grey, depicting the suffering and distorted people
and animals, in a mere thirty days.

Picasso did not want the painting to be exhibited in Spain for as
long as dictator Franco was in power, so it was only in 1981, six
years after the dictator's and eight years after Picasso's death, that
the painting was brought to Spain, to the Reina Sofie Museum of
Modern Art in Madrid.”

*The giant anti-war painting, which measures 3.49 × 7.77 meters, was
ordered by the Spanish Republican government for the 1937 world exposi-
tion in Paris. With this painting the Spanish government wanted to draw
the attention of the international public to the Spanish civil war, which
was fought between the Republican government and the armed forces of
the later dictator Francisco Franco.

47



“My dears,” Bunny Zoe cutely wiggled her
ears and rolled her eyes in an almost flirty 
fashion, “our travels through Spain are finally 
going to lead us to Seville, where Frida will dance 
the flamenco.”

“There is no way I will dance,” Frida laughed out
loud, “but I am willing to try on a dress just to see
if it fits me. But of course, we will start by visiting
Alcázar, which is one of the most beautiful royal
palaces in the world (●). The palace started off
as a Moorish fort, but today it is one of the best
preserved examples of mudéjar* architecture,
even though the later monarchs kept changing
it to fit their personal tastes. The upper floor of
the palace is still used by the royal family as their
official quarters.”

*Mudéjar is a Spanish decorative style, which is a
combination of Moorish, Gothic and later Renaissance
forms. This style of Iberian architecture and decorative
elements was especially popular in Aragon and Castile
between the 12th and 16th century, as this area was
strongly influenced by Moorish tastes and production.

“Velázquez was a painter closely linked to
kings, and he was born right here, in Seville,
where his early works are still kept,” Rat Monica
joined in the conversation. “One of the greatest
portrait painters of all times, he favoured
naturalism, a strict and objective imitation of
nature which he combined with well thought
out original additions. His opus comprises of a
mere 125 works or so, as many of his works
were destroyed in a fire that devastated the royal
palace in Madrid in 1734. His last portrait of the
royal children and one of his best works is the
Infanta Margarita Teresa in a blue dress, in which
the painter's style reached its pinnacle: the
shiny spots on the colour surfaces provide an
almost impressionistic effect – the viewer has
to stand at an appropriate distance to get
an impression of a perfect, three-dimensional
space. Some of his works are kept in El Escorial*,
the royal Pantheon in the vicinity of Madrid, while
some of his early religious works can be found in
Seville. In 1659 he was accepted into the Knight's
Order of Santiago.”

●*The construction of El Escorial started in 1563 and 
lasted for almost twenty-one years. It has since become 
the grave of most Spanish kings from the last five 
centuries, the Bourbons as well as the Habsburgs.



“I suggest we take a little break and treat ourselves to some
gazpacho*,” Dragon Arthur Guy proposed in an attempt to rest
and quench his thirst. “This cold Spanish tomato soup will cool us
down in the heat.”

“Excellent,” his travelling companions agreed immediately. “Let's
rest for a while!”

“After that I would like to invite you to the terrace at the town's
viewpoint! Onto the roof of the modern building known as the
Metropol Parasol*, which is designed as an umbrella. The modern
structure that covers the central square and the underground
archaeological complex is one of the greatest sights of the 21st
century. The project to revive the Plaza de la Encarnacion, which
was used as a parking lot for years and which looked like a dead
town, started in 2004. This is the largest wooden construction in
the world.”

*Recipe: Put 1 kilogram of tomatoes into a juicer, add a few small spring
onions and one or two normal onions, a piece of celeriac tuber, a red
pepper, a cucumber and 2 garlic cloves. Add a teaspoon of olive oil, a
pinch of salt, a hint of sugar and some freshly chopped basil. Serve it
with a few cubes of ice and a spoon or two of plain yoghurt.

*The building Metropol Parasol, a monument designed as an umbrella,
was conceived by the German architect Jürgen Mayer (1965). The con-
struction was completed in 2011.
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“My dears, I am sure you have rested by now
and you are ready to join me at a bull fight,” said
Dragon Arthur Guy as he gallantly bowed his 
long, elegant head. “We are going to the nearby
town of Ronda*, the cradle of bull-fighting.”

Bunny Zoe covered her eyes with her ears and
squealed in a voice that was even tinier then
her: Nooooooo!”

“Oh, stop it!” Rat Monica said strictly from behind
her glasses, while looking for her notebook. “The
historic bull-fight Corrida Goyesca is staged in the
Plaza de Toros de Ronda* only once a year.” She
paused for a moment in order to emphasise her
words and then she added: “But of course, it is
not on now.”

“We are in Spain and we need to learn about
bull-fighting. This is where it all started,” Dragon
Arthur Guy addressed his fellow travellers patiently. 
“Even though bull fights on horses, which were 
at first fought by the nobility, were already fought 
in Spain before, the form of the bull fight with a 
matador, a bull fighter who stares the bull in the 
eye, standing on his own feet, appeared in the 17th 
century. This is the type of bull fighting that remains 
today.

Bull fighting is a very cruel Spanish custom, for in
each bull fight they let a bull with multiple spears
in his back die in the arena. The bull is first teased
with a red sheet, then he is stabbed by spears in the 
back, which only makes him more irritated. When 
he is completely exhausted and has no more energy 
left they cut off his ears and testicles as a sign of 
victory. Even though they are opposed* by many, 
bull fights are a part of the Spanish cultural heritage 
and are considered a form of art rather than sport. 
The bull fighting tradition remains strong in 
Andalusia, and the matadors and picadors, the 
people who participate in bull fighting, are very 
famous in Spain.”

*The town of Ronda emerged on a pier overlooking
the hundred-metre deep canyon of El Tajo. Among the
main sights are the bridges across the river Guadalevín,
which divides the town in two. The old town centre
originates in the Moorish times, for at the time it was an
important cultural centre with its palaces and mosques.
In the vicinity of Ronda lie the remains of Neolithic
settlements and the cave paintings in the cave Cueva
de la Pileta.

*Is the oldest bull fighting arena in Spain. It was built
in 1784, and the architect was José Martin de Aldehuela
(1729–1802).

*Many believe that the time has come to ban this
cruel tradition. Even some autonomous communities
are taking measures against bull fighting. They were
banned in Catalonia in 2011. The Madrid town authori-
ties stopped giving subsidies to bull fighting schools,
Valencia banned the traditional releasing of bulls with
lit flame torches tied to their horns.
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As they arrived in Cadiz, the oldest Spanish
and Western European town, Bunny Zoe looked
dreamily into the infinite Atlantic Ocean and said:
“What a wonderful feeling it is to walk along the
sandy Atlantic beaches.”

“Look, there is a statue of Cristopher Columbus,”
Rat Monica pointed towards the town walls.
“This is believed to be the starting point for his
conquering expedition.”

“Of course, how did I not think of this sooner?”
Frida slapped her forehead with her hand. “This
is why the town is covered in parks with exotic
plants and gigantic trees, because Columbus
brought them from the New World!”

“My darlings,” Dragon Arthur Guy smiled at the
girls, “Make yourselves comfortable, because we
are going to fly to the Canary Islands*. During the
journey make sure to look at Gibraltar, which is
located at the very end of the Iberian Peninsula,
but during this trip to Spain we will not visit it.
It has not been a part of Spain since 1704, when
the British appropriated it during the Spanish
war for the throne*. Since then Spain has been
trying hard to regain this territory, but it has been
unsuccessful thus far.”

Dragon Arthur Guy circled slowly above the El
Teide* volcano: “We have reached our destina-
tion! You can descend down the tied sheets. After
all, you are excellent climbers!”

“This mighty volcano is the third largest active
volcano in the world! First we will descend
on the island of Tenerife, the largest island
in the Canary Islands. We will look at its sunny
south, covered in sand and rocks, and then we
will visit the green, rich and damp north. We will
take the cable car to just under the top of the El
Teide volcano and then complete the last two
hundred vertical metres on foot,” Frida stated
authoritatively. “Don't worry, we can do it!”

Once they descended on one of the numerous
sunny beaches they noticed that they were
surrounded by volcanic mountains that rise 
straight from the beaches. They went for a stroll 
around the island of Tenerife, also known as the 
island of eternal spring due to its mild weather, 
which is pleasantly warm throughout the year.

*The Canary Islands are volcanic in their origin. They
are a part of Macaronesia, which lies to the west of the
West African coast, and they belong to Spain. They
consist of seven large islands: Tenerife, Gran Canaria,
Lanzarote, La Palma, La Gomera, El Hierro and
Fuerteventura. They are divided into two provinces,
which are named after the two main towns: Santa Cruz
de Tenerife and Las Palmas de Gran Canaria.

*Charles II of Spain, the Spanish king between 1665
and 1700, was the last representative of the Habsburg
dynasty and he died on 1st November 1700. As he
had no successors, his death led to an international
conflict in which the future of Spain and Europe
was fought over. The War of the Spanish Succession 
lasted twelve years. 

*On the most densely populated and touristically
developed island of Tenerife lies the volcanic peak Pico
del Teide (● -Parque Nacional del Teide), which is the
highest Spanish peak at 3718 metres above sea level.

“And now let's get on our way,” said Frida, 
“the volcano awaits us!”
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“What about Spanish art? We have already
seen the works of some of the most important
painters, but there are a few more we need to
see. Let's recollect: El Greco, Francisco Goya,
Diego Velázquez, Salvador Dalí, Joan Miró,
Pablo Picasso and Antoni Tàpies are world 
famous,” Frida recollected thoughtfully. What 
about writers?”

“The oldest preserved Spanish folk epic poem
is The Song of my Cid. Cervantes's Don Quixote
is the first modern novel in the world. This novel
is charming because of Dulcinea del Toboso,
the queen who stole our hero's heart. The poet
de la Vega* was influential in his time, and his
popularity has not diminished even today. Then
there is the even more beloved poet Lorca,
whose suggestive images, sounds and rhythm
are unsurpassable. Almost everybody knows
his poem Romance Sonámbulo, or at least its
first verse: Green, how I want you Green (Verde
que te quiero verde). The literary classics also
include Unamuno*, who wrote about spiritual
anxiety, pain, time and death in his poems,
novels and essays, while his rich collection of
letters include his contemplations and impressions 
from his travels through his beloved landscapes 
around Salamanca,” Bunny Zoe told them about 
the best known Spanish writers almost without 
pausing for a breath.

“Excellent,” Frida congratulated her, “I’m thrilled
to hear you know so many of them!”

“We are slowly turning back, my darlings,”
said Dragon Arthur Guy, “but we still have
enough time to visit Valencia* and try out their
traditional paella*. I hope you are all hungry.”

All of them nodded, and Rat Monica also let out a
loud: “Yum! Yum!”

As they flew towards the fertile straight alongside
the Turia River, Bunny Zoe eagerly explained:
“Spanish cuisine is based on simple and fresh
ingredients, olive oil and garlic being the main
two. You can get traditional food, tapas, paella
and tortilla*, food that has taken Spanish culinary 
art into the world, in any Spanish town.”

*The town of Valencia is the third largest town in Spain.
One of the unmissable sights is the Gothic building of
the Valencia Silk Exchange (Llotja de la Seda), which
was built between 1482 and 1498 as the silk market
(●). The central market is one of the largest markets in
Europe.

*Recipe: tasty colourful risotto with seafood, fish, meat, 
vegetables and two key ingredients: saffron and olive 
oil.

*The traditional Spanish tortilla is a thin egg omelette
with potatoes, sautéed in olive oil. It can be eaten cold
or hot, as a snack, a main course or as picnic food.

*Garcilaso de la Vega (1501 or 1503–1536), a Spanish
soldier and poet, born into a noble family in Toledo

*Miguel de Unamuno y Jugo, a Basque-Spanish writer,
essayist and philosopher (1864–1936)
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*Luis Buñuel (1900–1983), one of the most important
Spanish film directors, is going to hold a place in film
history forever with his characteristic surrealist film
aesthetics.

*Pedro Almodóvar (1951), Spanish director and screen-
writer. In 2017 he was the first Spanish person in the
history of the Cannes festival to become the president
of the jury.

“Spanish artists put their country on the art
map. This can be clearly seen in music and film,”
continued Bunny Zoe. “Let's take a look! At
least two film directors stand out as world class!
Buñuel* worked in all film genres, from experi-
mental film, documentaries, comedy, drama,
period films to crime films. He became famous
in the first half of the previous century, when he
worked with Salvador Dali on the 1929 film An
Andalusian Dog, which is judged to be a surrealist
masterpiece. He was an eccentric and strange
man, who expressed the feeling of anxiety and
terror and his contempt for aristocracy and the
clergy by lining up contradictory images.”

“Yes,” sighed Frida, “it would be nice if we took
some time to watch his films!”

“We can watch them when we return home,”
Bunny Zoe did not want to be disturbed in her
thoughts. “The other is Almodóvar, a Spanish
film director who directs colourful, dark and
melodramatic comedies. Even though he always
surprises us with his films, he never gives up on
his basic themes: passion, friendship, faith, guilt
and buried secrets. Apparently, it was his interna-
tional recognisability that helped Spanish actors
Antonio Banderas, Penélope Cruz and Javier
Bardem to achieve Hollywood careers.”

*José Carreras, Catalonian opera singer, tenor, born in
1946 in Barcelona

*Plácido Domingo, Spanish opera singer, tenor and
conductor, born in 1941 in Madrid

“Let's peek into the world of opera music,”
continued Bunny Zoe, as everybody was listening
to her carefully. “In his rich career the opera singer
José Carreras performed on the most important
opera stages in the world, while Plácido
Domingo, with his dark, dramatic voice and a
great vocal range, the audience’s favourite, has
been performing predominantly baritone roles
over the last decade. They both became world
famous in 1990, when they performed with the
Italian tenor Luciano Pavarotti during the football
world cup in Italy.”

“The charming pop singer Julio Iglesias has
shown that the Spanish can also capture female
hearts with different music, for his romantic pop
ballads had captured many a woman's heart
during the previous century,” Rat Monica finally
managed to squeeze a word in. “And now his son
Enrique Iglesias is stepping in his footsteps.”59 60



“Let's descent into the second largest city in Spain,” said Dragon
Arthur Guy during the slow descent. “Barcelona has been inhabited
since prehistoric times, and today's shape and appearance have 
emerged through turbulent periods. The excavated town ruins 
indicate that Barcelona was a Roman town already in the second 
century Before Christ. By the twelfth century the trade in the 
Mediterranean was widespread, however, it developed even
faster under the rule of the Barcelonan Count Ramón Berenguero
IV (1131–1162), who married the Aragon princess Petronilla in the
twelfth century. With this marriage Catalonia and the neighbouring
Aragon kingdom were joined into a federation under a single 
crown, but both kingdoms preserved their laws, language and
traditions. The last century was no exception. In 1931 king Alfonzo
XIII was expelled and the Catalonian Republic was declared. In
1939 the dictator Franco prohibited the use of Catalonian language
and Catalonia saw a strong decline in its economy. Following
Franco's death the declaration of the Kingdom under Juan Carlos
I allowed for the foundation of the autonomous community of
Catalonia with the capital in Barcelona. With the 1992 Olympic
games Barcelona once again became a global city.”

“What are we going to see here?” Rat Monica wanted to know.

“We can visit the National Museum and look at Catalan art ranging
from the Romanesque period until the 20th century. We can
wander around one of the oldest flea markets, Els Encants Vells,
which began in the 14th century, or we can walk down the street La
Rambla in the centre of town, a street known for its street artists.
But we could hop to Montserrat* first,” suggested Frida. “Or, if you
want to, we could go for a swim on one of the numerous Barcelo-
nan beaches on the Mediterranean coast.”

*The church and monastery Montserrat are located on a high and steep site 
merely 50 kilometres from Barcelona. The Benedictine monk community
had settled there in 1025 and it is a part of a Catholic pilgrimage route.

“What if we started off by enjoying a few pintxosas, the Basque
tapas which are eaten with toothpicks, in the town park of Güell
and then just lie there in the grass?!” Bunny Zoe became excited
while thinking about food again.

“We can all do with a little rest,” agreed Dragon Arthur Guy who
was tired from the journey. Bunny Zoe quickly placed a tablecloth
over a bench so that she could serve the snack. “That was nice,”
Dragon Arthur Guy said as he licked his lips in appreciation. “But
we shall not rest now. Instead, let's visit the Barcelonan collections
of Picasso, Miro and Tàpies*. Especially the last, as he was a
contemporary creator of simple images and forms. Many world
famous artists looked to his artworks for inspiration, for he was
a master in experimenting with non-traditional materials such
as marble dust, sand and soil. He was a truly original artist!”

*A giant of Catalan art, Antoni Tàpies (1923−2012) was a painter, sculptor,
printmaker, theoretician and essayist. In 2010 the Spanish king Juan Carlos
I awarded him the honorary title marquis Tàpies. In 1984 he founded his 
foundation (Fundació Antoni Tàpies) which promotes and spreads
contemporary art.
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*The Catalan architect Antoni Gaudí (1852–1926) was born into a modest
family headed by a copper blacksmith and was educated as an architect.
“Only time will tell whether we have given a degree to a lunatic or a 
genius,” the dean of the faculty for architecture said as Gaudí completed
his studies.

*Art nouveau is an art style that was developed in Europe between 1890
and 1914 and appeared in fine art, architecture and design.

*Park Güell was created according to Gaudí's plans between 1900 and 1914

“Come and join me at this fantastic building, which seems like 
a forest with its unusual pillars and animal and vegetation forms,” 
called Rat Monica as she gazed at the slender architectural
masterpiece.

“They started building the basilica of the Holy Family (Sagrado
Familia ●) in 1882. The original plans were made by the diocesan 
architect Francisco de Paulo del Villar, who authorised Gaudi* to 
finish off the plan and start building the church in 1883,” explained 
Dragon Arthur Guy, who was prepared for their visit to Barcelona. 
“The Catalan genius started to work wholeheartedly and worked 
on the church until his death. The construction is foreseen to be 
completed as late as 2026. Gaudi was aware that he would not 
finish the work he started, thus he prepared detailed plans for the 
people who would work on the church after his death. Its unusual 
shape made it a symbol of Barcelona as a liberal and culturally 
progressive town.”

“He was extremely pious and generous,” Frida butted in once
again. “He believed in the goodness of people. When they ran out
of money for the construction of the church, he did not consider
it beneath him to ask for charity. He was aware that they were
building it from voluntary donations from the very beginning. He
was an ascetic and vegetarian who often fasted. After he recovered
from a serious illness and he was designing the church front with
the suffering of Christ, he was thinking of his own suffering.” 
“But he liked a challenge and his plans were always unique. 
In his picturesque architectural and sculptural masterpieces he
combined almost all styles he was familiar with – Gothic style,
Baroque as well as traditional Catalan art – with the basic
language of nature and with this he created the Spanish art
nouveau*. The house for the Milà family, Casa Milà (●), also
known as La Pedrera (in Catalan this means quarry) was also built
in this style as was the park Güell, where we had a little rest and
from where we have just arrived,” Dragon Arthur Guy brought the
interesting story to an end as he meaningfully winked at Bunny
Zoe. “I hope you picked up the litter we left behind.”
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“We are going to visit the Catalan town of
Figueres, where the painter Dalí* was born, aren't
we?” Frida wanted to know. “I would like to see
the museum that he created in an abandoned
town theatre, and the room that represents
the face of Mae West*! Unfortunately, his most
important work The Persistence of Memory,
which symbolises surrealist* painting, and the
painting Soft Construction with Boiled Beans
(Premonition of Civil War), which became one
of the greatest icons in depicting war, alongside
Picasso's Guernica, are not exhibited in Spain.”

“I would also like to see other works by this
extravagant artist, who believed he was a genius,
that are exhibited here,” Rat Monica showed her
enthusiasm. “In 1926 he left the Madrid Royal
Academy of Fine Arts San Fernando just before
his final exams, for he was convinced that he was
better than the lecturers who were there to mark
him. He drew attention to himself throughout his 
life with his strange habits and appearances.
He always wore a large cape, carried a walking
stick, and he was always seen wearing his character-
istic trait, the upwards turned waxed moustaches, 
which were the influence of Velázquez.”

“Do you know that his inspiration came in the
form of an eleven years older Russian emigrant
Gala*? They were acquainted in Paris in 1929,
where she lived with her husband, the poet Paul
Eluard,” Bunny Zoe added with a romantic voice. 
“Dalí fell head over heels in love with her as soon 
as he saw her, and invited the two of them to 
spend the summer in Cadaqués. She left her
husband and stayed with Dalí forever. Following
her death in 1982 Dalí lost his will to live.”

*Salvador Felip Jacint Dalí Domènech (1904–1989),
one of the most important 20th century painters, also
worked as a sculptor and in film, photography and
literature. In Spain his works can also be found in Dalí's
house in Portlligat and the Town Museum Gala Dalí in
Púbol.

*Surrealism is a philosophical and art movement,
which emerged in the 1920s. The name was created by
Apollinaire who understood surrealism as the opposite
to mimicking nature.

*The face of Mae West, which can be used as a flat,
1935-35, a realistic scene created from a photograph of
the actress; The Persistence of Memory (1931), Museum
of Modern Art, New York; The Soft Construction with
Boiled Beans (1936), Museum of Art, Philadelphia

*Elena Ivanovna Diakonova (1894–1982)
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*The islands Mallorca, Menorka, Ibiza and Formentera
are all a part of the Balearic autonomous community
with the capital in Palma de Mallorca.

*Joan Miró (1893–1983), Catalan painter, sculptor,
potter and designer of postage stamps worked during
the periods of cubism, surrealism and abstract painting.

*The Catalan architect Josep Lluís Sert (1902–1983), a
representative of European avant-garde architecture.

“It is getting late, I think we should stop in Palma
de Mallorca,” said Dragon Arthur Guy. “Once we are 
rested we will head straight home.”

“The rich history, numerous museums and
beautiful nature are not the only things this town
is famous for,” Rat Monica was the first to rush into
town. “Joan Miró*, the giant of modern painting
made sure that the town would be known for a
special cultural attraction, for in 1981 he gave a
part of his opus to the town of Mallorca (Fundació
Pilar i Joan Miró), and a part of it to his birth town,
Barcelona.”

“Upon his father's wish Miró* was educated to
work as a merchant, but later on he also completed
his studies at the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Barcelona,” Rat Monica read from her unique
notebook once again. “In 1929 he married Pilar
Juncosa in Palma de Mallorca and returned home. 
In 1932 he met the painter and abstract art 
theoretician Wassily Kandinsky. He was a modest,
silent and introverted family man. In the silence of
his studio he would create his imaginary worlds, 
the excellence of which can be found in the childish
spontaneity transformed through his personal
view. In 1956 he moved to Palma de Mallorca,
where he established his second artist studio with
the aid of the Guggenheim international award.
The studio construction was undertaken by Miró's 
good friend Josep Lluís Sert*, who created a poetic 
and functional room, in which Miró reached the 
pinnacle of his artistic creativity.”

“Look at these floating stars, the unknown
celestial bodies, calligraphy signs, hand prints, all
of which represent the first expressions of human
art! The painter's dream landscapes and magical
worlds, which remind us of the playfulness found
in children’s drawings or in ancient cave paintings,
simply inspire us to fantasise,” Bunny Zoe became
romantic once again.

When he heard these words Dragon Arthur Guy
started to shake with laughter: “We will fantasise
some other time, now we have a long way home
ahead of us! C'mon, make yourself comfortable!”
And they flew away as the first stars reflected in the
calm sea below.

“We can dream on the way,” thought Bunny Zoe,
while Frida and Rat Monica rubbed their tired
eyes.
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The morning rays touched upon Frida's smile.
She is happy. She can't wait to tell her grandfather
everything she had experienced. She is already at 
her desk doing her homework. “I will write down 
everything we experienced together,” she told 
Dragon Arthur Guy, Rat Monica and Bunny Zoe, 
even though they were all huddled closely 
together and fast asleep on her bed.

“Well,” said grandfather as he came into her room 
in the morning. “What can I do to help you with 
your homework?”

“I no longer need any help,” Frida smiled at 
him and pointed at the map with her finger. 
“I can tell you how my friends and I have travelled 
throughout the country and what we have seen
and experienced.”



Spain's Identification Card
Official language: Spanish, also known as Castilian 
Capital: Madrid
National anthem:  Marcha Real (Royal March)
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Internet TLD: .es
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Mancha, Castile and Leon, Catalonia, Extremadura, Galicia, La Rioja, Community of Madrid, 
Region ofMurcia, Navarre and the Valencian Community. Each autonomous community has its 
own parliament and its own laws.

In 722 AD the Iberian Peninsula was conquered by the Moorish Muslims. Between the 8th and
15th century the territory covered by present day Spain was undergoing constant battles
between the Spanish kingdoms and Arab conquerors; this period was known as the Reconquista.
In 1469 Aragon and Castile merged and created the Kingdom of Spain, which defeated the
Moorish Muslims in 1492. This was followed by a period of the mighty and vast Spanish Empire,
which was continually disturbed by disputes between dynasties, wars, economic crises, the
plaque and the inquisition. Following a civil war between the republicans and the right-wing
nationalists under the leadership of general Franco, which resulted in the victory of the latter,
1939 represented the beginning of a dark period of Franco's dictatorship. His rule, which lasted
until 1975, represented a major set-back for democracy and cultural diversity in Spain. In 1978
Spain adopted a new constitution which took into account the national and cultural diversity
of its inhabitants and led to a democratic development of the Spanish state. Modern Spain is
divided into a number of autonomous communities, each with its own statute, institutions and
clearly defined jurisdictions, which help them nurture and develop their own language, culture,
rituals and traditions.

Note = ● = is on the UNESCO list of cultural heritage. UNESCO’s world heritage covers areas that are 
under the protection of UNESCO either as cultural or natural heritage.
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Frida and Dragon Arthur Guy present Spain through their journey during which they teach us about the exciting 
history of the large towns of Madrid, Barcelona, Toledo, Granada, and take us on a journey through the colourful 
landscapes and islands in the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.

We will be thrilled by the various historic stories about Queen Isabella I of Castile and her husband Ferdinand II of 
Aragon and other Spanish kings … We will learn about artists who are famous the world over: the painters El Greco, 
Goya, Velázquez, Dalí, Miró, Picasso, Tàpies, the poets de la Vega and Lorca, the writers Cervantes and Unamun, 
the tenors Domingo and Carreras, the film directors Buñuel and Almodóvar and the exceptional architect Gaudí. 
We will also learn about bull fighting, pilgrimage routes, Columbus’s discovery of the New World, the most 
characteristic food, the energetic dance called flamenco... Their journey with their friends Rat Monica and 
Bunny Zoe will bring us closer to the pulse of Spain, its history and art.

The Book Frida and Dragon Arthur Guy in Spain is a fairy-tale journey through the beauties of Spain, as well as 
a wonderful guide to a country known for its rich history, art, architecture... 

www.morfem.si
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