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Right in the centre of one of the most 
beautiful towns in the world lives a curious 
girl by the name of Frida. She is currently 
in primary school and she is interested in 
absolutely everything. Ever since her mother 
has left for a business trip to France her father 
has told her a bedtime story every night. Once 
he is finished with the story he covers Frida up 
and says: ‘Your mum will be back tomorrow.’

‘I can’t wait,’ Frida responds, half asleep at 
this point.
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Dragon Arthur Guy has been fantasising he will become an 
explorer since his earliest childhood. He likes spinning the globe 
and imagining the exhilarating travels. He points his finger at the 
places he wants to visit. He knows a lot about all of them.

‘We are going to France,’ said Frida in a decisive voice. And what 
she says always comes true. Rat Monica and Bunny Zoe nodded 
in agreement. 

‘Why on earth do you two want to go along?’ asked 
dragon Arthur Guy. 

‘We want to see something new, and 
we also love spending time with 
Frida. We always have great            
fun together!

They flew away. They flew across Northern Italy, straight towards 
Paris, the French capital.

Rat Monika stretched her neck so that she could have a better view:
‘Look, we are flying over Mont Blanc*. This is the highest mountain 

in the Alps, and its peak lies in France’

‘True,’ replied Frida, ‘But first we are going to 
visit the highest building in Paris!’

*Mont Blanc (4810 m); the mountain is also known as the White Lady.

3 4



‘I can see the river Seine and the Eiffel Tower 
alongside it,’ dragon Arthur Guy said in a 
thrilled voice. ‘It is made of iron and it stands 
on the Champ de Mars. It was erected for the 
1889 world fair. It was constructed by the 
French engineer Eiffel*, and the tower carries 
his name. It has remained a trademark of 
Paris and it is the most visited monument in 
France.’

Rat Monika knows that France is a paradise 
for all culture lovers and that the most 
famous French museums can be found 
in Paris, which is why she asks: ‘Isn’t the 
Louvre the most visited museum in the 
world? Millions of tourists are prepared 
to wait for hours just to get in.’

‘OK, let’s descend into the centre of Paris,’ 
Frida said, ready for action. ‘Do we have 
enough sheets to tie up and reach the 
ground?’ she asked dragon Arthur Guy, who 
always had all travelling accessories with him.

‘Don’t you worry,’ he smiled. ‘I have enough 
for all three of you! Allow me, dear Frida, to 
join you later.’ *Alexandre Gustave Eiffel (1832—1923) – The Eiffel 

Tower was the tallest building in the world until 1931 
(300.65 m; 324 m if we include the aerial).

5 6



*Between 1969 and his death in 1974 Georges 
Pompidou was the 19th French president. After his 
death the Beaubourg Centre was renamed after him.

‘Louvre, which lies on the right bank of the river 
Seine, is the national museum of France. It was open 
to the public in 1793. The museum houses over 350 
thousand artefacts in the various collections ranging 
from Egyptian to modern art,’ explained dragon Arthur 
Guy, once he joined the curious trio.

‘The last great change to the palace building was the 
construction of the glass pyramid,’ explained rat Monika, 
the greatest art aficionado in the gang. ‘When it was 
constructed in 1989 it stirred emotions - some admired 
it, others opposed it. It the end the Parisians accepted it 
as their own, just like they did the Eiffel Tower. If we had 
more time, I would love to jump to Montmartre, which is 
one of the most famous Parisian quarters because of the 
artists who live there.’

‘Nearby lies the largest museum of Modern Art in Europe, 
the Georges Pompidou Centre*, which is one of the 
greatest achievements of modern architecture,’ added 
bunny Zoe. 
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‘Can you hear this unusual sound?’ Frida clapped 
enthusiastically. ‘Listen!’

‘It is the sound of the bells in the Parisian cathedral of 
Notre Dame*, the church with the highest bell tower 
near and far!’ explained dragon Arthur Guy. ‘It stands on 
an island in the middle of the river Seine, where the town 
started appearing in the eleventh century. They started 
building it in 1163 and it took approximately 90 years to 
finish. So far it has survived 80 kings, two emperors and 
five republics.’

●*Notre Dame has enough space for 9000 
visitors. The five nave basilica is 127 meters 
long, and the central nave is 32 meters high.
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‘It is also famous for the historic novel The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame, which was published in 1831. The novel that 
presents life in medieval Paris was written by the French 
romantic writer Victor Hugo*,’ explained rat Monica.

‘How did he do this?’ Frida tried to remember. 

Rat Monica did not need to be asked twice: ‘The story 
revolves around Quasimodo, the bell-ringer of Notre 
Dame. He was a small man of the lowest social standing, 
who lived in the church bell tower and fell in love with 
the beautiful gypsy Esmeralda. Every morning he would 
wake up the Parisians by ringing the bells. He has lived 
there all of his life, and he wants to show himself even 
though he is not allowed. With his convincing exterior of 
a true fool he competed in the festival of fools, where he 
was elected the pope of all fools. However, the judge 
soon realised Quasimodo was not wearing a mask, and 
the people mobbed the poor bell-ringer. The dancer 
Esmeralda tried to save him, but they were both arrested.’

*Writer Victor-Marie Hugo (1802—1885) was the 
most influential romantic writer of the 19th century. 
His works serve as excellent promotion of the French 
literary language.
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‘Do you know that during the reign of king Philip Augustus 
II* as many as eighty cathedrals were built in France?’ asked 
dragon Arthur Guy. 

‘This is proof of his grand plans and the 
riches of the country, which was way 
ahead of other western European 
countries. He was an important 
king, who played a great role in the 
period of the greatest innovations in 
construction work and education in 
medieval times.
The greatest changes took place in 
Paris, where they built wide roads, 
the main market, continued building 
the cathedral, constructed the Louvre 
and prepared the grounds for the Paris 
University. Under his leadership Paris 
became the first known medieval scholar 
town.’

 ‘Oh, I am such a silly thing,’ Frida slapped her head. 
‘I remember now! My mum told me this when she went 
to visit her friend at the Sorbonne. You know, the world 
renown university!’

‘Dragon Arthur Guy continued: ‘Gothic                     
architecture was not limited to France, it 

spread throughout Europe. 

The Notre Dame cathedral in Rheims 
is the most impressive example of 

this style. The numerous statues 
are not limited merely to the building 

interior, they can also be found on 
the façade. In medieval times church 

exteriors were used as 'advertising' 
panels, which told and explained the 

biblical stories and emphasised the 
rule of the king.’

*Philip Augustus II (1165—1223) 
ruled from 1180 to his death.
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‘Let’s take a look at the royal estate of Versailles, 
which lies close to Paris,’ said dragon Arthur Guy as he 
pulled out three scooters for his three travelling compa-
nions out of his bag. They each grabbed hold of a scooter 
and rushed as fast as they could so that they would 
come to Versailles as quickly as possible. 

As soon as they arrived dragon Arthur Guy started 
explaining: ‘The Versailles estate covered over 250 acres. 
At the height of the French state ten thousand people 
lived in the palace and two thousand five hundred 
horses could be found in its beautiful stables. The palace 
included a luxurious theatre, a chapel and numerous 
apartments. Of course, it also included the grand royal 
quarters with six luxurious reception rooms, in which 
king Louis XIV* received his courtiers. 

He had a smaller palace built in the middle of the park, 
and he used this one as a retreat when he needed a bit of 
peace and quiet. Most receptions took place in the famous 
Hall of Mirrors with over one thousand chandeliers and 
furniture made of pure silver.’

‘The Sun King, as he was also known, was very lavish,’ 
added Frida. ‘You might find it hard to believe, but he was 
one of the biggest collectors of high heel shoes! In those 
days high heels represented an essential fashion accessory 
for men. Can you imagine! He was merely 163 cm tall and 
he wore ten centimetre heels, often decorated with battle 
scenes. He also had absolute power, as the words ascribed 
to him revealed: 'I am the state.'‘

*Louis XIV  (1638—1715) died in Versailles. He ruled 
as the king of France and Navarra from 1643 to his 
death.
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The long-eared bunny Zoe was truly 
enjoying the ride on her white scooter, 

but she had already started looking 
around curiously. ‘Shall we visit 

Orleans, as it is not that far?’

‘The birth town of Joan of Arc* -  
who lived in the 15th century?’ 

asked rat Monica.

‘Yes,’ nodded bunny Zoe who was 
already rushing onwards.

‘Her story is slightly more tragic,’ she 
started explaining as soon as they 

caught up with her. ‘She was a peasant 
girl, who never attended school. At 

the age of seventeen she delivered an 
unusual message to the French crown 

prince Charles.  She said she will defeat 
the most powerful army in the world 

and free her homeland, and make sure 
that he becomes the king of France. 

The small voice in the heart of this 
simple girl became ever louder and with 
time rulers started listening to her. She 
inspired the army to fight, and her 
compatriots had their faith restored. Two 
months later she led her army to victory 
at Orleans, where they fought the English. 
At the age of eighteen she was captured 
and sold to her worst enemies. At the age 
of nineteen she was proclaimed a witch 
and burnt at the stake. Twenty-five years 
later she was pronounced innocent.’

Silent and pensive after hearing the tragic 
story and slightly tired they climbed back 
onto the dragon’s back. Bunny Zoe served 
them with a French cheese feast, which is 
usually offered at the end of the meal.

*Joan of Arc (approximately 1412—
1431). She was canonised in 1920 and 
she became an icon.
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Once their stomachs were full and they felt regenerated, 
dragon Arthur Guy took them towards the Atlantic coast. ‘Wonderful, 

excellent!’ Frida was thrilled as they flew above Mont Saint-Michel*. ‘It is even more 
beautiful than on photographs! Can anyone tell me more about it?’

As an enthusiastic explorer dragon Arthur Guy started: ‘I have a special interest in this 
rocky island, which remains like this for merely a few hours a day. This is a small island 
municipality in Lower Normandy, along the north coast of France, at the estuary of the 

river Couesnon. The interesting 
thing about the small island can be 

found in the strong sea tide. The difference 
between low and high tide can reach eight or 

more meters. They have built a dam so that the 
visitors can visit the island on foot, and in 2014 

they opened a new public bridge that leads to the island, 
and this enables the water to flow freely around the island.’

‘Look,’ dragon Arthur Guy and the group on his back came 
slightly closer, ‘there is an abbey on the island, an excellent example 

of medieval architecture. The monastery that was established by the Be-
nedictines - the oldest monastic order in Western Europe - in the 10th 

century, was undefeatable. It became one of the symbols of French 
independence. Following the dissolution of the monastic order during the 

French revolution it was turned into a prison, which it remained until 1863. ’

●*Mont Saint-Michael, with approximately 45 inhabitants on 250 acres, 
is visited by over 3 million people each year.
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‘Hey,’ shouted rat Monica, ‘I can see 
the town of Nantes down there. Wasn’t the 

famous writer Jules Verne * born there?’

‘Yes,’ replied Frida, ‘he was the first writer 
to come up with the literary genre of 

science fiction. He wrote about spaceship 
travel, air travel and underwater travel, 

long before any of these were possible. He 
became famous and rich already during his 

lifetime. He published at least one story a 
year. His most successful stories were The 

Journey to the Centre of the Earth, From 
the Earth to the Moon, Around the World in 
80 days and 20.000 Leagues under the Sea.’ 

‘What can truly be found under the 
sea was researched in the previous 
century by the French oceanographer, 
inventor and director of documentary 
films Jacques-Yves Cousteau*,’ rat Monica 
started explaining. ‘In 1942/43 he and 
Emile Gagnan made a diving suit, which 
we call an aqua-lung or water lungs, and 
with this set the basis for contemporary 
diving. He immortalised underwater 
exploration as the captain of the ship 
Calypso in a number of documentary 
films and television series, and this 
brought the underwater world and its 
mysteries closer to the general public.’

*Jules Gabriel Verne (1828—1905) 
 is the most translated novelist in the 

world (so far his books have been 
translated into 148 languages).  

*Oceanographer Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau (1910—1997) was a researcher, 
inventor and director of documentary 
films. He received an Oskar for best 
documentary film for his ‘The Silent 
World’ (1956) and ‘World without Sun’ 
(1964).
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Dragon Arthur Guy turned south, and the passengers on 
his back prepared for another descent. They just have to visit 
Lascaux*, the most beautiful cave in the world, known today also 
as the Sistine chapel of prehistoric art.

‘It is hard to imagine,’ said bunny Zoe, ‘that the Palaeolithic cave 
paintings were discovered by four teenagers as late as 1940!’

‘It says here,’ read Frida, ‘that the paintings are 17.300 years old 
and most of them depict large animals, which are mainly known 
from fossil records and that lived in this area at the time. The cave 
walls became a tourist attraction, however in 1963 the cave was 
shut down for the public in order to protect it from the harmful 
influences.’

‘What do you mean?’ bunny Zoe was surprised. ‘We are walking 
amongst the fantastic silhouettes of the bison, rhinoceroses, 
horses, stags and panthers!’

‘Aha,’ laughs Frida, also enthusiastic about the images created by 
prehistoric painters, ‘but this is Lascaux II. After years of hard work 
a group of artists created exact copies of the original cave paintings 
in a 150 meters long and 9 meters high cave construction.’

●*The famous cave Lascaux and the prehistoric sites in the 
Vézère valley 
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‘Let’s fly to the town of Carcassonne* in the south of France,’ 
suggested rat Monica. ‘The medieval fort in this town is almost 
begging me to walk along it!’

‘You silly thing,’ giggled bunny Zoe, ‘Surely you don’t think we are 
going to wait for you?’

‘But why wouldn’t we? While she is walking along the medieval fort 
the two of us can look at the water canal* which was built in the 
17th century in order to link the river Garono with the Mediterrane-
an Sea,’ suggested Frida.

●*In 1996 the Canal du Midi water canal was routed past the 
medieval town of Carcassonne.
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‘As we are in Provence, we have to 
visit the town of Nimes, for even the 
Romans stopped here two thousand 
years ago!’ said rat Monica, who wanted 
to continue travelling. ‘Especially as this 
was one of the richest and most luxurious 
settlements in Roman Gaul. This can still 
be seen today when you look at the 
amphitheatre and the ancient square 
house*!’

‘What house are you talking about?’ Frida 
asked suspiciously. ‘It certainly is square, 
but it has pillars instead of walls and 
nothing between them!’

‘This was how the Romans built temples’, 
bunny Zoe explained. ‘The amphitheatre, 
built in the first or second century AD, 
is also exceptionally well preserved. In 
the Middle Ages a house was built within 
the amphitheatre, and the walls served 
as excellent defensive walls. Today the 
amphitheatre is used for bull fights and 
concerts.’

‘So,’ rat Monica showed she was ready for 
action, ‘are we going to attend a bull fight 
or a concert?’

*Maison Carrée, built in 19 BC, is one of 
the best preserved Roman temple facades 
in the area of the former Roman Empire 

29 30



‘I have a better idea,’ said Frida. “The majestic Pont du Gard* is 
practically round the corner. This is an ancient Roman aqueduct, 
it was the tallest ever built and also happens to be one of the best 
preserved ones. We just have to see it!’

Rat Monica, a true art history buff quickly added: ‘Due to the 
uneven terrain the mainly underground water system was followed 
by the long, winding way, which was named after the bridge 
across the gorge created by the river Gardon. It was erected by the 
Romans in the first century AD in order to transport water from its 
spring in Uzès all the way to the Roman colony of Nemausus, today 
known as Nîmes.’

‘I think,’ Frida looked around, ‘that dragon Arthur Guy is waiting 
for us with a delicacy! We might even have snails for dinner!’

‘Oh,’ breathed rat Monica, ‘that would be so French!’

●*Pont du Gard – a popular historic landmark
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‘French cuisine is one of the most 
famous cuisines in the world and it differs 
from one region to another. However, it is 
always admired for its diversity, plentiful 
use of vegetables and fruit, love of fresh 

food, excellent cheeses and excellent 
wines,’ said bunny Zoe as she invited her 
friends for a snack. She truly turned into 

a lovely and skilful housekeeper on the 
dragon’s back. ‘I only prepared a snack. I 
got us some famous French pâté and the 

characteristic baguettes, the long and 
thin white bread that you break with your 

hands. And milk.’

‘Milk? Whenever I drink milk I am 
reminded of the name Pasteur. The carton 

says pasteurised. It is a strange word, 
I have no idea what it means,’ said 

dragon Arthur Guy.

‘Pasteurised means,’ Frida recollected 
her grandfather’s explanation, ‘that the 
milk has been heat treated and that it 
contains fewer microorganisms. This gives 
milk a longer shelf life. This process was 
developed by Pasteur*. He was also the 
first to develop a vaccine against rabies. 
He is included in history books with the 
story of how he healed the nine year old 
boy Joseph Meister, after the boy was 
bitten by a rabied dog. He took a great 
risk, for he did not have a doctor’s licence 
and he could be convicted for endange-
ring the boy’s life. Once vaccinated, the 
boy avoided certain death without any 
further medication. Pasteur was fearless 
in his work. In order to protect and preser-
ve a saliva sample, he once used a glass 
straw to suck a few drops of lethal saliva 
from the mouth of a rabied dog.’
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*The discoveries of the French 
microbiologist and biochemist 
Louis Pasteur (1822—1895) 
started a new era in the history 
of medicine.
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‘While we are resting we can tell each other what important 
things happened in France for the very first time,’ suggested dragon 
Arthur Guy and immediately added: ‘Who is going to start?’

‘The first photographer was the Frenchman Nicephore Niepce,’ rat 
Monica was the first to reply. She put on her small reading glasses 
and started reading from her notebook: ‘In 1811 he begun with 
experiments in which he tried to reproduce his son’s drawings 
and this led him to the invention of photography. After numerous 
attempts over the next five years he managed to create the first 
copy of his son’s drawing on paper with the use of silver chloride, 
however it faded away quickly. In 1826 he created the first true 
photograph on a light sensitive plate. The image became visible 
only after eight hours of developing.’

‘I can’t believe this led to black and white and colour film photo-
graphy. It has not been 100 years and everybody is photographing 
with digital cameras,’ added bunny Zoe, who immediately challen-
ged the gang with the next question: ‘Who was the first to fly solo 
across the Atlantic?’
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‘Charles Lindbergh*,’ replied rat Monica. ‘Just after 10 pm 
on 22nd May 1927 the single engine aeroplane Spirit of St Louis 
landed on the aeroplane strip at the Le Bourget airport in Paris. 
The plane was piloted by the young pilot Charles Lindbergh, who 
was greeted by an extremely enthusiastic crowd. For the very first 
time since aviation started, a man has flown across the Atlantic 
Ocean on his own and this was a victory for human perseverance.’

‘So,’ asked Frida in a dramatic voice as she raised her arms into 
the air, ‘who was the first woman chemist?’

*Charles Lindbergh (1902—1974). covered the distance of 
5.810 kilometres between New York and Paris in a non-stop 
flight that lasted 33 hours, 29 minutes and 30 seconds.
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»Marie Curie*! 

She studied chemistry and physics at the Sorbonne and later on 
she became the first woman to teach there,’ rat Monica replied 
immediately and continued quickly before anyone could get a 
word in (not that anyone was trying): ‘Together with Becquerel 
and her husband she was the first woman to win the Nobel Prize 
for physics and eight years later she received a Nobel Prize for 
chemistry. Her scientific work with radioactive elements destroyed 
her health as she contracted leukaemia and died before seeing her 
daughter Irene Joliot-Curie* and her husband win the Nobel prize 
for chemistry merely one year later.’

*Marie Skłodowska-Curie was born in 1867 in Warsaw. She 
moved to Paris where she married the physicist Pierre Curie 
and died of leukaemia in 1934.

*Iréne Joliot-Curie (1897—1956) a physicist and chemist. 
Together with her husband Frédéric Joliot they were the first 
to develop artificial radioactive matter. Similar to her mother 
she also died from bone cancer.
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‘That is sad, is it not?’ said bunny Zoe.

‘It is,’ Frida immediately agreed, ‘the writer 
George Sand* wrote that there is a single 
happiness in this world – to love and be 
loved. She was also the first woman in 
France to make a living from writing. 
She started off by writing romance novels, 
but later on she also focused on social 
themes. This great writer was overlooked 
until the twentieth century – as most 
creative women are. She also wrote 
The Tales of a Grandmother for her 
granddaughters!’

‘It would be great to read her tales now,’ 
bunny Zoe became excited, ‘but at this 
moment I need to know if you are hungry. 
The French start their day with breakfast,
continue with lunch, have a snack in the 
afternoon, but the main course of the day 
is dinner. What can I get you?’

‘Certainly not onion soup! And no beef 
or chicken in wine! No specialities,’ 
responded Frida. ‘We would need a lot of 
time if we wanted to enjoy food the same 
way the French do! But we have to set off, 
don’t we?’

*George Sand (1804—1876) was 
born in Paris as Amandine Lucie 
Aurorev Dupin to a poor mother 
and a nobleman father. Because of 
her charity work she was also known 
as the ‘Good Lady of Nohant’.
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‘Let’s descend to the wonderful landscape below us,’ cried rat Monica with 
great enthusiasm. ‘Just like the impressionist painters stepped out of their 
studios and into nature, which gave them a chance for closely observing the 
various moments of the day, especially the changing sunlight.’

‘Gimme five,’ Frida nodded.  ‘This is a great idea! Let me share a few words on 
impressionism. This art movement appeared during the second half of the 19th 
century. It emerged as a response to the exaggerated and artificial romanticism. 
The movement started in Paris and obtained its name from the 1872/73 painting 
Impression, sunrise by Claude Monet*. Impressionist painters broke numerous 
rules that were set by the previous generations. Until then paintings used to focus 
on historic themes, however impressionists focused on everyday events.’

The impressionists rejected the depiction of ideal beauty and preferred to 
paint things as they saw them at that moment. They captured fresh and original 
impressions, which exhibitions goers often considered to be strange or unfinished, 
but later on they grew to love this style.’

‘Let’s descent to the ground, for immediately below us lies the sunny Provence, 
where the post-impressionist painter Paul Cézanne* carried out his art experi-
ments. This landscape enabled him to escape the big city and provided him with 
a refuge and inspiration. In his later period he often painted the mountain Sain-
te-Victoire,’ rat Monica pointed towards the peak. ‘He inspired generations that 
followed with his geometric simplifications. 

The famous painters Matisse and Picasso considered him to be the ‘father of us all'.’

*Paul Cézanne (1839–1906) was a French post-impressionist painter, who 
represented the link between the late 19th century impressionism and the 
early 20th century cubism.

*Claude-Oscar Monet (1840—1926) was the leading French impressionist 
painter. He introduced a number of novelties into western painting, from 
painting in nature to showing the effects various light conditions have on 
the motif.
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These are a few of the better known impressionist painters: 
Eduard Manet, Claude Monet, Edgar Degas and Pier-Auguste 
Renoir. In music impressionism was represented by Claude 
Debussy and Maurice Ravel while in poetry it was represented 
by Paul Verlaine, Arthur Rimbaud and Stéphan Mallarmé
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‘At least twice in history France taught the world how to use 
the brush by introducing completely new art styles,’ rat Monica 
said while roguishly scratching herself behind the ears. ‘Suddenly 
the surrealist artist Marcel Duchamp* shocked the public by 
exhibiting a common urinal in a vast gallery space in 1917. By 
doing this and calling it a Fountain he proclaimed this urinal to 
be a piece of art.’

‘My favourite are statues that show something beautiful or 
important,’ bunny Zoe joined in. ‘The best known Rodin’s* 
sculptures, i.e. the Thinker and The Kiss, are both realistic. 
However, his favourite was the monument to the writer Honoré 
de Balzac*, a whole figure statue wrapped in a coat. Balzac 
merged all of his works and his view of French society in a 
series called Human comedy.’

*Auguste Rodin (1840—1917) was a sculptor, pioneer in 
modern art and the most influential sculptor of the 20th century.

*Henri-Robert-Marcel Duchamp (1887—1968) was a French 
painter, sculptor, chess player and writer.

*Honoré de Balzac (1799—1850) was a French novelist, 
narrator, playwright and the initiator of European realism. 
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‘Music was also always important to the French,’ mentioned 
Frida. ‘Today we listen to an array of music genres, but for centuries 
classical music was all the rage. It was played in courts and salons 
to which only a selected audience was invited.’

‘That is so true!’ rat Monica, the art lover, said. ‘The bank note for 
20 French Francs carried the image of the composer Claude 
Debussy*! He became the most important representative of music 
impressionism, even though he was never formally educated. His 
mother taught him the basics of reading, writing and calculus. He 
was also not a great fan of the music conservatory; however at the 
age of twenty two he received his first big award and this catapul-
ted him into the big wide world. In his compositions he broke the 
rules of traditional harmony and started treating chords according 
to their sound colour. With this he opened the door to music 
modernism. Today his birth house in what is nowadays a Parisian 
suburb houses a museum.’

*Claude Achille Debussy (1862—1918) was a French 
composer and pianist. 
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‘France is also the birth country of chansons, songs in which lyrics 
are placed in the forefront. The theme of the chansons can vary 
greatly, for they can talk about politics, love, they can be comical 
or satirical,’ Frida had to show off her knowledge once again.

‘Yes,’ rat Monika agreed immediately. ‘Without any doubt Édith Piaf* 
was the most famous chanteuse of all times. She was abandoned 
by her mother at an early age and she lived with her father who was 
prone to drinking. She left him at the age of sixteen when she became 
a street singer in Paris. In 1935 she was discovered by the night bar 
owner Louis Leplée. During World War II she sang for high ranking 
German officials and thus obtained the right to have her photographs 
taken with French prisoners of war, which reduced their suffering. 
At the age of 47 she died of cancer. Her funeral was attended by 
over 40.000 people, while hundreds of thousands mourned in the 
streets of Paris. This was the only occasion on which all traffic in Paris 
stopped after World War II.’

‘This is truly sad,’ said Frida. ‘She was the greatest French singer of her 
time, and her life was full of contradictions. On one hand she was a 
famous singer, while on the other she lived a tragic personal life, and 
the great power of her voice was also in opposition to her tiny petite 
body on stage. As a singer she was also known as the Paris sparrow.’

*Édith Piaf (real name Édith Giovanna Gassion) was a French 
chanteuse (1915—1963).
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*Antoine de Saint-Exupéry (1900—1944) 
was a writer and aviator born in Lyon. His 

book The Little Prince is the most translated 
book in the world!

‘Come back and rest,’ said dragon Arthur 
Guy as he flew closer to his friends.
As they sat on his back he continued: ‘In 
the meantime I can share a word or two on 
literature, for as we all know, the French can 
boast that they have the most Nobel Prize 
winners for literature in the whole world. 
The greatest French writer of the period was 
Victor Hugo, Molière was voted the greatest 
comedy playwright, while the father of 
modern philosophy was René Descartes 
with his famous sentence 'I think therefore 
I am.’ 

Also famous were Honoré de Balzac, 
Gustave Flaubert and Alexandre Dumas. 
Numerous other authors also influenced 

global literature, for instance the poets 
Charles Baudelaire, Paul Verlaine, 

Arthur Rimbaud, Stéphane Mallarmé 
and writers Émile Zola, Marcel Proust 

and, of course, Jules Verne.’
‘

‘Don’t forget the writer Antoine de 
Saint-Exupéry* and his The Little Prince,’ 

bunny Zoe reminded him. ‘This book teaches 
us that if we want to truly see, we need to 

look with our hearts.

The writer wrote the book The Little Prince 
during his stay in a New York hotel and he also 
drew the illustrations for it,’ explained dragon 

Arthur Guy. It was first published in America in 
1943, and it was only published in France two 

years after his death. In a way the book is a 
sort of autobiography, as the writer and pilot 
crash landed into the desert several times. It 

seems that he unwittingly foretold his fate. He 
died in 1944, at the age of 44.

 
He flew his final pilot mission from Corsica, 

and he, similar to the Little Prince, 
never returned.’
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‘This is a truly wonderful book on loneliness, friendship, love and 
responsibility we have to all of those with whom we cohabitate. 
It is my favourite book of all times,’ added bunny Zoe.
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‘Now we are going to fly across the French Riviera which lies in 
the south of France,’ dragon Arthur Guy said. ‘This is where you can 
find the town of Cannes, you know the town that hosts the annual 
film festival with the greatest film stars!’

‘Let me remind you of the unbelievable beginnings of film,’ Rat 
Monica started explaining with her glassed pushed to the end of 
her nose. ‘The history of film also started in France. The brothers 
August* and Louis Lumière* invented the cinematograph! As early 
as 1985 they were the first to film and publically show a film. They 
were excellent technicians and used very original effects. They 
filmed a steam train approaching a station from a special angle, 
and with this they scared the public, for it seemed that the train 
was driving from the screen straight into the seats. I am sure it was 
really exciting!’

‘Today everything is exciting and you no longer know what is the 
most exciting! Even the names of famous actors and actresses 
change rapidly, but in the second half of the 20th century the 
most revered actresses on film were Brigitte Bardot and Catherine 
Deneuve!’ Frida remembered her grandmother’s words. ‘It seems 
almost unbelievable but the first became an animal rights activist, 
while the second is not merely an actress for she is also active in 
politics and important charities.’

*Auguste Lumière (1862—1954) and *Louis Lumière (1864—1948) 
were the French beginners of the art of film. They were born in 
Besancon, France.
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Catherine Denevue (1943, Paris) Brigitte Bardot (1934, Paris)
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‘Look, we are flying over Corsica,’ Frida pointed to the small 
island in the Mediterranean sea.

‘Did you know,’ rat Monica asked her travelling companions, ‘that 
Napoleon was born on Corsica?’
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‘I   knew that,’ dragon Arthur Guy 
enthusiastically joined in the conversation 

with his knowledge of history. ‘As soon as 
he completed his education at the French 

military academy he became an artillery 
lieutenant! During the 1793 siege of 

Toulon he took over the commandment of 
the artillery brigade in a battle against the 
English. Two years later he was successful 

in a battle against the opponents of the 
French revolution, and this brought him 
great power. In 1800 he crossed the Alps 
and defeated the Austrians at Marengo.’

‘He married the elderly widow 
Josephine de Beauharnais and on 2nd 
December 1804 he enthroned himself as 
the French emperor in the Notre Dame 
cathedral,’ Frida jumped into his story. 
‘Pope Pius VII was supposed to put the 
crown on Napoleon’s head, but Napole-
on* took the crown from his hands and 
placed it on his head himself.’

‘Years later his defeat in Russia encouraged 
other European nations to rebel,’ continued 
dragon Arthur Guy. ‘In 1814 he was deported 
to the Mediterranean island of Elba, but he 
escaped the following year and decided to 
march towards Paris once again. He suffered 
a new defeat at Waterloo. This time he was 
deported to the distant island of St. Helene, 
where he lived under guard until his death in 
1821. As an emperor he brought numerous 
changes during his rule, for he encouraged 
industry, built roads and canals and set up 
public schools.’

*Napoleon Bonaparte (1769—1821)
was a French emperor. 
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‘Ho-rah!’ the travellers on the dragon’s 
back shouted almost simultaneously 

as they approached the island beneath 
them, ‘Can we descend for a bit?’

‘Do you want to go for a swim?’ Frida 
rolled her eyes. ‘We have to go home. But 
we could visit the European parliament* 

in Strasbourg on the way.’

‘Shall we go?’ she patted dragon Arthur 
Guy on his back. And whoosh! They were 

quickly approaching the French – German 
border, and just before the border lies the 

small town of Strasbourg. Frida and rat 
Monica descended from the 

dragon's back. 

‘All you need to enter the European 
parliament is a valid document. Let me 
warn you that all visitors have their bags 
checked before they enter, just as they do 
at airports,’ Frida gave instructions.

‘The hall can accept the 751 representati-
ves of the 28 European Union* countries. 
This is where the most important debates 
and historically important votes take 
place. The meetings are translated into all 
24 official languages,’ rat Monica quickly 
informed Frida before moving swiftly 
onwards.

‘I am tired,’ yawned Frida. ‘Shall we go?’

Dragon Arthur Guy was waiting for them 
on the big platform where he left them. 
Thrilled, but tired from the trip, they 
almost fell asleep on the way home.

The official headquarters of the European parliament* are situated in Strasbourg, 
however the parliamentary committees assemble in Brussels, while the general 
secretariat is located in Luxembourg.    

*European Union is a union of European countries that was established in 1992.
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Rays of sunshine descended playfully 
onto Frida’s bed. Not yet entirely awake, 
Frida felt something move in her room. 
Somebody was watching her. Her 
travelling companions? No, they were 
also tired. They must be still asleep. She 
slowly opened her eyes.

‘Mommy, mommy!’ she shrieked and 
leaped into her arms. ‘If only you knew 
how interesting and beautiful France is!’

Her mother, who wanted to say exactly 
the same about her travel, was left 
speechless. She just nodded and held 
Frida in her arms.
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Official language: French 
Capital: Paris
National anthem: La Marseillaise
Area: 547.030 km2 1 (1) Data for European (metropolitan) France 
Population: 63.929.000
Density: 116/km2
Currency: Euro, French Euro coins 
Time zone: CET UTC+1 (+2 summer time)
Internet TLD: .fr
Calling code: ++ 33

France is divided into 18 regions out of which 13 are located in Europe, while 
five are overseas territories. The Mainland regions are:  Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, 
Bourgogne-Franche-Comté,  Brittany, Centre – Val de Loire, Corsica, Grand 
Est, Hauts-de-France, Ile-de-France, Nouvelle-Aquitaine, Normandy, Occitanie 
Pays de Loire, Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur, while the overseas territories, also 
known as departments are: Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique, Réunion 
and Mayotte.

The origin of the French inhabitants is not as monolith as is the case with other 
nations. Since the beginning of time four ethnical groups mixed here – the 
Gaols, people of Latin and Celtic origin as well as people of Germanic origin, 
the descendents of which create the French population of today. Other large 
immigration waves from Belgium, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Poland, Armenia, 
Eastern Europe, Africa, Arabic lands and China took place in the 19th century.
At the time the cosmopolitan French society accepted them and a new mixing 
of nationalities took place. It is estimated that 40 % of the French population 
has an ancestor from one of these immigration waves, and as a result of this 
France is one of the most diversified countries alongside Canada and United 
States of America.

Note  = ● = is listed on UNESCO’s list of cultural heritage. UNESCO’s global 
heritage includes areas that are protected by UNESCO either as sites of natural 
or cultural heritage.
Note = * = additional explanation.
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Frida and dragon Arthur Guy bring us closer to the Eiffel Tower, the 
Notre Dame cathedral, the Louvre museum, the Lascaux cave, the 
Canal de Midi, the Pont du Gard ... 
We will discover various historic stories about king Louis XIV, the 
saint Joan of Arc, the French Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte…, the 
scientists Louis Pasteur, Marie Curie ..., the writers George Sand, 
Jules Verne, Honoré de Balzac, Antoine de Saint–Exupéry..., the 
painters Claude Monet, Auguste Renoir, Paul Cézanne ..., the 
composer Claude Debussy, the singer Edith Piaf, and actresses 
Brigitte Bardot and Catherine Deneuve as well as some other 
celebrities that are known throughout the world.
This book is a fairytale journey through the beauty of France, as 
well as a wonderful guide to the country known for its rich history, 
art, architecture... 
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